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TOPS-20 EXEC Message Manual

HOW TO USE THIS MANUAL

This manual contains detailed explanations of the TOPS-20 EXEC, or

Command Processor, messages. Use this manual if you need more
detailed information than is provided in a TOPS-20 message.

This manual documents messages that a nonpr ivileged user can get while
using the TOPS-20 Command Language. Many of the messages that a user
can receive come from TOPS-20 monitor calls. These messages are
documented in this manual, along with any information added to the

messages by the EXEC, if you can get them as a direct result of an

EXEC command. For a more complete listing of the messages that can
come from TOPS-20 monitor calls, see the TOPS-20 Monitor Calls
Reference Manual .

Three kinds of TOPS-20 messages exist: error, warning, and
information. Error messages begin with a question mark (?) . When you
receive an error message, execution of the program or command that
caused the error often stops, and you usually want to take some action
to correct the error.

If, for example, you use the COPY command to copy a file from one
directory to another, and you receive the message ?File not found, the
file you want is not copied. If you need to have a copy of that file,
you need to take some further action.

Warning messages begin with a percent sign (%) . Warning messages also
indicate that some failure has occurred, but the execution of the
command or program that caused the error often does not stop. And you
rarely need to take any additional action.

If, for example, you type the DIRECTORY command with a list of file
specifications, and none of those file specifications includes a

directory name, you can get the message %File not found - foo.bar.
This message means that the file FOO.BAR does not exist on your
connected directory. The DIRECTORY command shows all the files in

your list of specifications that do exist on your connected directory,
so no failure occurred. The DIRECTORY command executed without error,
so no further action is needed unless you need to find the missing
file

.

The third kind of message you can get from the EXEC is an information
message. The system displays these messages at your terminal to keep
you informed about what the system is doing. The message
[DECSYSTEM-20 continued], for example, is the message that the system
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displays when a temporary, and usually short, pause in service has
ended. The message needs no response from you.

The messages in this manual are in alphabetical order. Names of
devices, files, and file structures, which vary from system to system
and user to user, were not considered in ordering the messages. For
example, the message ?DEV: Already assigned is alphabetized under A.

The following names appear throughout this manual within the messages.
They are dummy names that stand for the names of files, file
structures, and other names in use on your system. Messages on your
system contain the names in use on your system rather than these dummy
names.

DEVs A logical name or a device of any kind.

DSKs The directory to which your job is connected.
You connect to a directory by logging in to it
with the LOGIN command, or by connecting to it
with the CONNECT command.

FILENAME. TYP. GEN The name, file type and generation number of a
disk file.

FILESPEC

<DIR>

USER

A file specification, possibly with some fields
omitted. The fields omitted from a file
specification cause the system to use defaults
for the omitted fields. If you omit the
directory name from a file specification, for
example, the system uses your connected
directory.

The name of a directory.

The name of a user.

MTA: A logical name, the name of a magnetic tape
drive.

xxxxxx or zzzzzz An 18-bit octal address.

xxxxxx, f yyyyyy A 36-bit octal word.

n A number.

The message descriptions contain four parts. The following is an
example of a TOPS-20 EXEC message description. The parts of the
description are explained below.

?Invalid BEFORE command - Overflow (number is larger than 2**35)

Explanation: You typed a DIRECTORY command, a BEFORE
subcommand, a date, and a number of hours to add
to that date. The number is larger than 2**35,
the largest word that can be stored an a single
36-bit word of memory.
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Action: Retype the BEFORE subcommand with a smaller
argument or with a different date.

To execute the DIRECTORY command and all
subcommands already entered successfully, type a

carriage return.

Monitor Call: NIN

The first line of the description is the message that appears at your
terminal. This message has two parts. PInvalid BEFORE command
indicates the command that caused the error. The second part of the
line. Overflow (number larger than 2**35), explains why the error
occurred

.

Messages sometimes contain two lines of text. They are of the same
type as the message above: the first part of the message comes from
the EXEC and tells what went wrong, and the second part usually comes
from a monitor call and gives more information about why the error
occurred

.

The part of the message description labeled Explanation gives the
circumstances under which the message can appear at your terminal. It

also contains backround information about the system, and, if needed,
refers you to places in the TOPS-20 manual set where you can find more
information on the cause of the message.

The Action section of the message description explains what action you
can take in response to a given message. In addition to the
recommended action, you can always type a CTRL/H to see how much of
the command line you typed was valid, then a question mark (?) to see
what you should type next. The use of CTRL/H, CTRL/R, and question
mark (?) is described in Getting Started with TOPS-20 , and you should
be familiar with that information before you use your computer system.

Furthermore, you can receive these messages at your terminal when you
type a TAKE FILESPEC command. If you receive the message during the
execution of a TAKE command, you must edit the FILESPEC file and
•retype the TAKE command.

The Monitor Call section of the message description gives the monitor
call or calls that were involved in the generation of the message. In
the example above, the NIN monitor call (which reads an integer
number) could not process the number typed. The failure of this
monitor call caused the message to be displayed at the terminal.

Often the failure of a monitor call is not the cause of a message.
The EXEC sometimes executes a monitor call to obtain information upon
which to base some action. If the EXEC finds that data returned by
the monitor call is wrong in some way, the EXEC displays a message at
the terminal. In this case, the monitor call is provided in the
message description to give you a better idea of why the error
occurred.

The Monitor Call section is often absent from message descriptions in

this manual. When it is missing, no monitor call is directly involved
in generating the message.
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TOPS-20 EXEC Messages

?"*" or mounted structure name required - Invalid device terminator

Explanation: You typed an INFORMATION STRUCTURE DEV command.
The EXEC failed to recognize DEV as the name of
a mounted file structure. A colon is required
at the end of the name of a device or file
structure

.

Action: Type a CTRL/H to have the EXEC retype the
INFORMATION STRUCTURE command. Then type a
valid file structure name, terminated by a
colon, or type an asterisk (*) to get
information on all mounted file structures.

Monitor Call: COMND

?"*" or mounted structure name required - monitor call message

Explanation: You typed an INFORMATION STRUCTURE DEV:
command. The EXEC failed to recognize DEV: as
the name of a mounted file structure. The
monitor call message states the reason for the
failure

.

Action: Type a CTRL/H to have the EXEC retype the
INFORMATION STRUCTURE command. Then type a
valid file structure name, terminated by a
colon, or type an asterisk (*) to get
information on all mounted file structures.

To see what file structures are mounted, use the
INFORMATION AVAILABLE DEVICES command.
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Monitor Call:

If the file structure you need is not mounted,
use the MOUNT STRUCTURE command to mount it,

then retype the INFORMATION STRUCTURE command.

COMND

?"*" or mounted structure name required - No such device

Explanation: You typed an INFORMATION STRUCTURE DEV:
command, and the device you named in the command
line is not mounted. No information is
available to the system for devices that are not
mounted

.

Action

:

Use the MOUNT command to mount the device, then
retype the INFORMATION command line.

Or, to see information on all mounted
structures, retype the command line using an
asterisk (*) instead of a structure name.

7FILESPEC Access not allowed

Explanation

:

You typed the UNDELETE command and a file
specification. To undelete a file, the EXEC
changes the bit in the file descriptor block
( FDB) of the file that says the file is deleted.
The EXEC was unable to do this because you are
not allowed access to the file named in the
message

.

Action

:

Use the ACCESS command to access the directory
on which the file exists, then retype the
UNDELETE command.

Or use the CONNECT command to make the directory
your connected directory, then retype the
UNDELETE command line.

Monitor Call: GTFDB , CHFDB

?Access to source not allowed

Explanation: You typed a COPY or an APPEND command and the
name of a source file from which to copy data,
or the name of a file that contains data to be
appended to another file. The message indicates
that you cannot access data in the file you
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specified in the command line. The reason you
cannot access the file is that the protection
code of the file does not allow it.

Action: If you need to have access to this file f ask the
owner of the file to change the protection code
of the file so that you can read it.

Some files are protected against access by users
who are not in the directory group of the owner
of the file. To see the directory groups to
which your directory belongs, use the
INFORMATION DIRECTORY command. If your
directory is not a member of a group to which it
should belong, contact your system operator or
system manager

.

Monitor Call: GTFDB

%Address break at location xxxxxx from user PC at yyyyyy

Explanation: The execution of your program stopped because a

breakpoint was set. Location xxxxxx is the
address where the breakpoint is set, and
location yyyyyy is the value of the program
counter (PC) current when the breakpoint was
encountered. The breakpoint was set by the SET
ADDRESS-BREAK command, which requires an address
as an argument.

Action: Use the EXAMINE command to see the contents of
memory locations, or use the DDT program to
debug your program.

To resume execution of your program, type the
CONTINUE command.

To set another breakpoint, use the SET
ADDRESS-BREAK command, then type the CONTINUE
command to resume execution of your program.

To eliminate all breakpoints in your program,
use the SET NO ADDRESS-BREAK command.

Address break at xxxxxx on all types of references

Explanation: You typed an INFORMATION ADDRESS-BREAK
command, and a breakpoint is set at location
xxxxxx. The program in memory stops executing
if the program reads from or writes data to that
location, or if the program executes the
contents of that location.
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Action

:

To run the program, use the START command. To
restart the program from the point at which it
stopped, use the CONTINUE command.

Address break at xxxxxx on execute

Explanation

:

You typed the INFORMATION ADDRESS-BREAK command,
and a breakpoint is set at location xxxxxx. The
program stops execution just before your program
executes the contents of that location.

Action

:

Type START to start the program, or CONTINUE to
restart the program after a breakpoint.

Address break at xxxxxx on read

Explanation

:

; You typed the INFORMATION ADDRESS-BREAK
command, and a breakpoint is set at location
xxxxxx. The program stops execution just before
your program reads data from that location.

Action

:

Type START to start the program, or CONTINUE to
restart the program after a breakpoint.

Address break at xxxxxx on write

Explanation

:

You typed the INFORMATION ADDRESS-BREAK command,
and a breakpoint is set at location xxxxxx. The
program stops execution just before your program
writes data into that location.

Action

:

Type START to start the program, or CONTINUE to
restart the program after a breakpoint.

Address break not set.

Explanation

:

: You typed the INFORMATION ADDRESS-BREAK command,
and you have a program in memory, but you have
not set any breakpoints.

Action

:

No action is needed.

To set a breakpoint in your program, use the SET
ADDRESS-BREAK command

.
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You can also set breakpoints by running DDT.

?Address break won't work on the AC's

Explanation: You used the SET ADDRESS-BREAK command with an
argument between 0 and 17 (octal) . These
numbers represent the accumulators. You cannot
set a breakpoint at an accumulator.

Action: To set an address break on an AC, use the DDT
program.

To set an address break on another address, type
a CTRL/H to have the EXEC retype the SET
ADDRESS-BREAK command, then type a valid
address

.

?DEV : Already open by job n

Explanation: You typed an ASSIGN command and the name of a
device. The device is already assigned to job
n, and job n opened it for reading or writing.

Action: You must wait until the user who has assigned
the device uses the DEASSIGN or LOGOUT command.
If necessary, use the TALK command or the MAIL
program to tell the user that you need the
device.

To see what devices your job can use, use the
INFORMATION AVAILABLE DEVICES command.

?DEV : Already assigned to job 0 - use MOUNT command

Explanation: You used the ASSIGN command or another
device-manipulation command, like EOF, with the
argument DEV:. The logical name DEV: is
defined to be the name of an input/output device
already assigned to job 0.

Action: Use the INFORMATION AVAILABLE DEVICES to see
what devices are available for your use. To use
a tape drive, use the MOUNT TAPE command.
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?A11 lines in use

Explanation: You typed an INFORMATION AVAILABLE LINES
command. This message indicates that all lines
are in use.

Action: To assign a terminal line to your job, you must
wait for another job to free a line with a

LOGOUT or DEASSIGN command.

[Already assigned to you]

Explanation: You typed an ASSIGN command and the name of a

device. The device is already assigned to your
job.

Action: No action is needed. To see what devices are
assigned to your job, use the INFORMATION
FILE-STATUS command. To see what devices are
available, use the INFORMATION AVAILABLE DEVICES
and INFORMATION AVAILABLE LINES commands.

PAppend protection violation for: FILESPEC

Explanation: You typed an APPEND command and file
specifications. The file protection of the file
named in the message prevents you from appending
to this file.

Action: Use the VDIRECTORY command to see the protection
of this file. If you need to be in a user group
to append to this file, contact your system
manager. If no one except the owner can append
to this file, you must contact the owner of the
file. See the T0PS-2Q User 1 s Guide for a

description of file protection codes.

PATTACH failure, still attached to job # n

Explanation: You typed the ATTACH command and the name of a

user to whose job you want to attach. The
ATTACH command failed because the EXEC could not
detach your job.

Action: Retype the command. If the command continue to
fail a second time, contact your system
operator

.
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PATTACH failure, still attached to job # n
PInvalid password

Explanation: You typed an ATTACH command and the name of a
user. The EXEC then asked for that user's
password, and the one you typed was not correct.
Typing errors are the usual cause of this error.

Action: Retype the ATTACH command line, then use care in
typing the password.

If the command fails repeatedly and you are sure
you typed the password correctly, contact your
system operator or system manager to see if the
password has been changed.

PATTACH illegal from BATCH job

Explanation: You are attached to a batch job and you typed an
ATTACH command; or you submitted a batch
control file that contains an ATTACH command.
You cannot use the ATTACH command to cause a
batch job to attach to any other job.

Action: To attach your terminal to another job, you must
use the DETACH or LOGOUT command, then the
ATTACH command. Note that attaching your
terminal to a batch job removes that job from
the control of the BATCH system.

[Attached to TTYn, confirm]

Explanation: You typed the ATTACH command and a user name.
The EXEC determined that the job to which you
want to attach is logged in, and that there is
another user already attached to that job. The
terminal number in the message, TTYn, is the
number of the terminal already attached to the
job.

Action: Confirm that you want to attach to this job by
typing a carriage return. If you do not want to
attach to that job, type a CTRL/C.
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Autologout
Killed job n, TTY m,

at date time. Used time in time

Explanation: You typed a CTRL/C , which told the system you
want to type a command such as LOGIN, ATTACH, or

SYSTAT. You did not use the LOGIN or ATTACH
command, however, and the system detected no
activity on your terminal for over five minutes.
When this happens, the system logs out the job
at your terminal.

In the message above, n is the number of the job
the system killed out, and m is the number of
your terminal. In the third line of the
message, the three times given are, in order:
the time the system killed the job; the time
the job spent using the central processing unit;
and the elapsed time that the job existed.

Action

:

No action is needed.

To log in or attach to a job, type a CTRL/C,
then type a LOGIN or ATTACH command.

?Bad •EXE file format

Explanation

:

You typed the R or RUN command, followed by the
name of a file that either is not an .EXE file,
or is an .EXE file that has been damaged.

Action

:

Use the DIRECTORY command to find the file you
want. If the file you need is damaged, obtain
another copy of the file by reloading the .REL
file or by recompiling the source file.

PBreak address not between 0 and 37 , ,111111

Explanation

:

You used the SET ADDRESS-BREAK command with an
argument that is out of range. This command
takes as an argument an octal number between 0

and 37,, 777777, the lowest and the highest
addresses, respectively, in your user address
space

.

Action

:

Retype the command with an argument in the
correct range.
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?DEV : Cannot be assigned

Explanations You used the ASSIGN command with an argument
that was not the name of an assignable device.
For example, using the name of a file structure
as an argument causes this message. The logical
name DEV: stands for the name of the disk drive
on which that file structure resides.

Action: Use the INFORMATION AVAILABLE DEVICES command to
see what devices are available to your job.

If you need to access files on a file structure,
use the ACCESS or CONNECT command.

?Byte count too small

Explanation: The command line you typed is too long.

This message is the result of the action of two
monitor calls, COMND and GTJFN . The COMND
monitor call reads your command line and
realizes it must deal with a file specification.
So it in turn calls GTJFN to get a job file
number (JFN) for that file. The error message
comes from GTJFN.

The byte count that is too small is the number
of bytes left in the GTJFN input buffer. That
prevents GTJFN from reading your file
specif ication r thus the COMND monitor call
fails

.

Action: Retype the command line as two shorter command
lines

.

The command might also succeed if you use the
RENAME command to give the file a shorter name,
and then retype the command.

Monitor call: GTJFN, COMND

[Byte size = 0, will use 36]

Explanation: You typed A COPY or an APPEND command. The EXEC
thought that you wanted to use a byte size of 0

bits in copying the data. Since that is not a
legal byte size, the EXEC executes your command
using a byte size of 36.
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Action: No action is needed. If you want the
destination file to contain data with a

different, nonzero byte length, retype the COPY
or APPEND command and the BYTE subcommand, using
the byte length you need.

?Cannot advise self

Explanation: You typed the ADVISE command and the number of
your terminal. You cannot link to your own
terminal, so you cannot advise your own,
attached job.

Action: Use the SYSTAT command to see what terminal
number or user name you want, then retype the
ADVISE command with the correct argument.

?Cannot ATTACH to self

Explanation: You typed the ATTACH command and the name and
job number of your current job. You cannot use
the ATTACH command to attach to your current
job.

Action: Use the SYSTAT command to see the number of the
job to which you want to attach; then retype
the ATTACH command.

PCannot find process

Explanation: You typed a COMPILE command and a file
specification. The EXEC could not find the file
containing the compiler required for the type of
program you named in the command line. This can
happen if the file does not exist on SYS:, or if

the job-wide logical name SYS: has been defined
as different from the system-wide definition of
logical name SYS:.

Or you typed a CONTINUE or REENTER command. The
EXEC used the process handle of the last process
it ran as the handle of the process to restart.
The EXEC found that the process handle is not
assigned to any process.

Action: If you typed the COMPILE command, use the
INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES ALL command to see
that the logical name SYS: is defined to be the
same for both the system and for your job. If
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it is not, use the DEFINE SYS: command without
any definition for the logical name to give SYS:
the system-wide definition for your job. Then
retype the COMPILE command line.

If you typed a CONTINUE or REENTER command, use
the RUN command or the LOAD and START commands
to restart your program.

Monitor Call: RFSTS

?Cannot TALK to self

Explanation: You typed the TALK or ADVISE command and the
name of the user under which your job is logged
in. You cannot link to your own terminal, so it
is not legal to use the your terminal number as
an argument to the TALK or ADVISE commands.

Action: To talk to a job attached to another terminal,
retype the TALK or ADVISE command and another
terminal number or the name of another user.

Use the SYSTAT command to see what jobs are
running and what terminals are active.

?Cannot UNATTACH self

Explanation: You typed the UNATTACH command and the user name
and perhaps the number of your current job. You
cannot use the UNATTACH command to detach your
current job.

Action: Use the DETACH command to detach your current
job.

n FILESPEC Can't close file - file still mapped

Explanation: You typed the CLOSE command, but the system
could not close the file named in the message
because it is still mapped into your memory
area. Such files must be unmapped before they
can be closed.

This can also mean that you do not have write
access to the file, so the system must control
the circumstances under which the file is
closed. If, for example, you run a program,
type CTRL/C, then type the PUSH command followed
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by the close command, you get this message.
Your CLOSE command, typed to the inferior
process, cannot close the file opened by the
superior process.

The number at the beginning of the message is
the JFN of the file that the EXEC could not
close

.

Action: To close all files in your memory area, use the
RESET command.

If the RESET command does not close all the
files opened by your job, the files may have
been opened by a program you ran in a superior
process. Use the POP command to return to that
process, then use the RESET command to clear
memory.

Note that you cannot close some files that the
system must keep open. The file
<SYSTEM>EXEC .EXE is one such file.

?DEV: Can't do input

Explanation: You typed a COPY or APPEND command and an input
file specification that includes the name of a

device that cannot do input.

Action: Use the INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES ALL command to
see if the system-wide and job-wide definitions
of the logical name or device name are the same.
If they are not the same, use the DEFINE command
with no argument to give the logical name the
system-wide definition. Then retype the COPY or
APPEND command line.

If the device field you used in the file
specification is not defined as a logical name,
use the INFORMATION AVAILABLE DEVICES command to
see what device names are valid on the system.
Retype the command line with a valid device name
in the input file specification.

Monitor Call: DVCHR

?DEV : Can't do normal mode input

Explanation: You typed a COPY or an APPEND command, an input
file specification that includes the name of a

device that cannot read normal mode (ASCII)
data, and the ASCII subcommand.
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Action: Use the INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES ALL command to
see if the system-wide definition of the device
name you used is the same as your job-wide
definition. If they are not the same, and they
should be, use the DEFINE command to give the
logical name the system-wide definition. Then
retype the original command line.

To see what devices are available on your
system, use the INFORMATION AVAILABLE DEVICES
command

.

If you need to use a device that cannot do input
in normal mode, see the TQPS-20 Monitor Calls
User 1 s Guide and the TQPS-20 Monitor Calls
Reference Manual , or contact your system
operator.

?DEV : Can't do normal mode output

Explanation: You typed a COPY or an APPEND command, an output
file specification that includes the name of a

device that cannot write normal mode (ASCII)
data, and the ASCII subcommand.

Action: Use the INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES ALL command to
see if the system-wide definition of the device
name you used is the same as your job-wide
definition. If they are not the same, and they
should be, use the DEFINE command to give the
logical name the system-wide definition. Then
retype the original command line.

To see what devices are available on your
system, use the INFORMATION AVAILABLE DEVICES
command

.

If you need to use a device that cannot do input
in normal mode, see the TQPS-20 Monitor Calls
User 1 s Guide and the TQPS-20 Monitor Calls
Reference Manual , or contact your system
operator

.

?DEV : Can't do output

Explanation: You typed a COPY or APPEND command and an output
file specification that includes the name of a

device that cannot do output.

Action: Use the INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES ALL command to
see if the system-wide and job-wide definitions
of the logical name or device name are the same.
If they are not the same, use the DEFINE command
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with the logical name but no argument in order
to give the logical name the system-wide
definition. Then retype the COPY or APPEND
command line.

If the device field you used in the file
specification is not defined as a logical name

,

use the INFORMATION AVAILABLE DEVICES command to
see what device names are valid on the system.
Retype the command line with a valid device name
in the output file specification.

Monitor Call: DVCHR

%Can't get file size for FILESPEC - monitor call message

Explanation: You typed a queue-class command (PRINT, PLOT,
PUNCH, or SUBMIT) , and the EXEC could not read
the information about the disk file from the
file descriptor block (FDB) of the file. The
monitor call message states the reason for the
failure. The command executes, but the data in
the file is interpreted by the system as ASCII
characters

.

Action: Use the VDIRECTORY command to see the byte size
of the file. If you cannot obtain the byte size
of the file, obtain another copy of the file
from a back-up tape.

If the VDIRECTORY command gives you the byte
size of the file, retype the original command
line.

Monitor Call: GTFDB

?Can't find editor - File not found

Explanation: The EXEC received the EDIT command and tried to
start the editor. The logical name EDITOR: is

defined as a file that contains an editor, and
it is this file that the EXEC tries to execute.
The EXEC could not find the file to which the
logical name EDITOR: refers. The system-wide
default for this logical name is SYS : EDIT . EXE

.

Action: Use the INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES EDITOR:
command to see how the logical name EDITOR: is
defined. Make sure that the device, directory,
and name fields of the logical name are defined
the way you want them to be. If necessary, use
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the DEFINE command to redefine the EDITOR:
logical name.

If logical name EDITOR: is defined as you
expected, use the DIRECTORY command to see where
the file that contains the editor you want
resides. Use the DEFINE command to redefine the
logical name EDITOR: to include the correct
file specification. Then retype the EDIT
command line.

If you cannot find the file that contains the
editor you want, contact your system operator.

Monitor Call: GTJFN

PCan't find editor - No such device

Explanation: The definition of the logical name EDITOR:
includes the name of a device that either does
not exist, or is off line.

Action: Use the INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES EDITOR:
command to see how the logical name EDITOR: is
defined. If the definition contains the wrong
device name, use the DEFINE command to redefine
your job-wide logical name.

If the definition is as you expected, use the
INFORMATION AVAILABLE DEVICES command to make
sure that the device you want is on line. If it
is not, use the MOUNT STRUCTURE command to place
the needed device on line.

?Can 1 t "KEEP" and "CONTENTS-ONLY" at the same time

Explanation: You typed the DELETE command and the name of a

file, and then a comma in order to enter
subcommands. The subcommands you entered were
KEEP and CONTENTS-ONLY . You cannot keep any
generations of a file that is to be deleted with
the CONTENTS-ONLY subcommand. The CONTENTS-ONLY
subcommand expunges all disk copies of the file.

Action: To keep one or more copies of a file, but to
delete most copies, type a DELETE command and
the names of the files you want to delete.
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?Can 1 t "KEEP" and "EXPUNGE" at the same time

Explanation: You typed the DELETE command, the name of a

file, and the KEEP and EXPUNGE subcommands. The
KEEP n subcommand prevents the DELETE command
from deleting the latest n generations of the
file, while the EXPUNGE subcommand immediately
gives the deleted disk pages back to the system.
It is illegal to use both these subcommands with
the same DELETE command.

Action: Retype the DELETE command, using the KEEP
subcommand. Then use the EXPUNGE command to
free the disk pages of the deleted file.

PCan't "KEEP" and "FORGET" at the same time

Explanation: You typed the DELETE command, the name of a

file, and the KEEP and FORGET subcommands. The
KEEP n subcommand deletes all but the latest n

copies of the file, while the FORGET subcommand
immediately expunges the deleted files without
making the freed pages available to the files of
other users. It is not legal to use both these
subcommands with the same DELETE command.

Action: The safe way to delete some generations of a

file and yet retain the freed disk pages from
those generations is to issue individual DELETE
commands for each generation of the file you
want to delete, using the FORGET subcommand.

A faster but more risky way to do the same thing
is to use the DELETE command with the FORGET
subcommand, then immediately use the UNDELETE
command to regain the generations of the file
you need. Using this method saves some typing,
but you run the risk of having another user
expunge the deleted files you need before you
can issue the UNDELETE command.

See the T0PS-2Q Commands Reference Manual for
complete details of using the DELETE command and
its subcommands.

PCan't release JFN - monitor call message

Explanation: You typed a CLOSE command, and the EXEC tried to
close a file and release its JFN. The file was
closed; but, for the reason stated in the
monitor call message, the JFN could not be
released

.
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Action: A sweeping solution to a problem with releasing
a JFN is to type the RESET command. This will
clear memory and release all JFN's your current
process obtained.

If that is not what you want to do, try to
address the reason stated in the monitor call
message

.

Monitor call: RLJFN

?Can't run program - monitor call message

Explanation: You tried to run a program, and the EXEC
attempted and failed to get a JFN (job file
number) for the file that contains that program.
The reason for the failure is given in the
monitor call message.

Action: If possible, have your system operator restore
the file from back-up tapes, or obtain another
copy of the file, then reissue the command.

Monitor Call: GTJFN

%Can't summarize checksums during "FIND"

Explanation: You typed a DIRECTORY command and FIND and
CHECKSUM subcommands. The EXEC does not have
enough room in memory to keep a running total of
the checksums for all the files in the
directories specified in the command line.

Action: Retype the DIRECTORY command, but use only the
FIND or the CHECKSUM subcommand, not both.

?DEV : Can't undelete files on this device

Explanation: You typed the UNDELETE command and a file
specification that includes a device name. The
device you named, however, is not one on which
files can be undeleted.

The error is usually caused by a mistake in
designating the device name. The command line
UNDELETE TTY:., for example, causes the EXEC to
display this message at your terminal.
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Action: Use the INFORMATION AVAILABLE DEVICES command to
see what device names are valid, and use the
INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES ALL command to see if
your job has redefined the name of the device
you need. If necessary, use the DEFINE command
to redefine the logical name, then retype the
UNDELETE command line.

?Can't write that page

Explanation: You typed the DEPOSIT command, and the address
argument you used is an address within a page of
memory to which you cannot write. The access of
memory pages can be read, write, execute, and
copy-on-write. If you do not have write or
copy-on-write access to a page of memory, you
cannot write to it.

Action: Use the INFORMATION MEMORY-USAGE command to see
what access is allowed to the pages of your
address space. If you need to write to a page
for which no write access is allowed, use the
SET PAGE-ACCESS command to set the access of
that page to copy-on-write access, then retype
the DEPOSIT command.

Monitor call: RMAP

?Carriage return or subcommand required - Not confirmed

Explanation: You typed a command followed immediately by a

comma, which indicates to the EXEC that
subcommands will follow after the carriage
return. You typed something after the comma and
before the next carriage return, and the EXEC
could not understand the syntax of your command
1 ine

.
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Action: Retype the command line, being careful to follow
the comma with a carriage return, then the
subcommands you need. For more detailed
information about the subcommands for the
command you used, see the TOPS-20 Commands
Reference Manual . For a description of the use
o£ subcommands , see the TOPS-20 User 1 s Guide

.

?Carriage return or subcommand required - Does not match switch or
keyword

Explanation: You used a command line followed by a comma and
a carriage return, and then you needed to enter
a subcommand or a carriage return. The EXEC
does not recognize the subcommand you used.

Action: Type a question mark (?) to see what subcommands
are acceptable, then type the subcommand you
need. Or simply type a carriage return to
execute the command and the subcommands already
successfully typed

.

PCarriage return required after comma to enter subcommands

Explanation: You typed a command line that contained a comma,
which the EXEC took to mean that subcommands
would follow on the next line, and the EXEC
expected a carriage return to follow the comma.

Instead of typing a carriage return immediately
after the comma, you typed something more before
you typed the carriage return. The EXEC
interprets this as bad syntax.

The following command line is an attempt to copy
one file into two other files. It is illegal
syntax, and produces the message above.

COPY (FROM) GAM: BLKBOX.EXE (TO) BLK . EXE , BLCJ . EXE

Action: Retype the command line using correct syntax.
If necessary, consult
the TOPS-20 Commands Reference Manual for the
correct syntax of the command and subcommands
you need.
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PCarriage return, switch, filespec, , or "%" required - File type
must not exceed 3 characters

Explanation: You typed a command line that includes a

compile-class command and a file specification.
The EXEC did not correctly parse the file
specification. For a file specification that is
being used with a compile-class command, the
file type cannot exceed three characters.

Action

:

Retype the command line with a file
specification that has a three-character type.
If necessary, rename the file.

PCarriage return, switch, filespec, ”@ n
, or "%" required - Filespec

was not specified

Explanation: You typed a compile-class command, such a LOAD,
and perhaps a switch, but you did not include a

file specification

.

Action: Retype the command line with a file
specification.

[Caution — System is stand-alone]

Explanation: Your system operator or a system programmer has
taken control of the system to test or modify
it. The system will ahlt before timesharing
resumes. You can log in, but the system can be
halted without warning, causing you to lose any
work you do.

Action: Wait for the system to resume timesharing before
you log in.

PChannel n interrupt at xxxxxx , ,yyyyyy

Explanation: You typed an INFORMATION, START, RUN, or REENTER
command. The program in memory caused a

software interrupt on channel n. Your program
cannot be resumed. The 36-bit value,
xxxxxx , ,yyyyyy, is the content of the program
counter (PC)

.

This message occurs when the program initiates a

software interrupt on channel n with the IIC
monitor call, but does not also do all of the
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following: enable the software interrupt system
with the EIR monitor call; set the software
interrupt table addresses with the SIR monitor
call; and place an interrupt vector word in the
interrupt table for the channel on which the
interrupt occurred.

This message indicates that the program contains
a logic error.

Action: If this is your program, investigate the cause
of the error in your program, and correct it.
If the program is not yours, contact the owner
of the program or your system manager.

Monitor call: RFSTS

PComma missing between filespecs or illegal character in command

Explanation: You typed a file-manipulation command. While
the EXEC was reading a file specification, it
encountered what it thought was the end of the
file specification. Then it failed to find
either a comma, to indicate another file
specification followed, or a carriage return, to
indicate the end of the command line. Your
command did not execute.

Action: Type a CTRL/H to see how much of the command
line the EXEC read successfully. Then complete
the command line.

PComma or carriage return required

Explanation: A TOPS-20 command must be terminated with a
carriage return, a linefeed, or, if you want to
enter subcommands, a comma and a carriage return
or linefeed. The command you typed contained an
illegal character as the last character.

Action: Retype the command with the correct terminating
character. See the TOPS-20 Commands Reference
Manual for the syntax of the command you used.
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PCommand error: does not match switch or keyword

Explanation: You typed the name of a program and an argument
that the program did not recognize as a keyword
or a switch. The program did not run.

Or you typed the name of a program and at least
two arguments, while the program requires one
less argument than you typed.

Action: See the documentation for the program you want
to run. Most programs require a specific syntax
in the line of data sent to them by the EXEC.

PCommand error: not confirmed

Explanation: You typed a command or a file specification, but
the EXEC failed to parse the command line
properly. The EXEC expects each command line to
be terminated by a carriage return. For some
reason, the EXEC failed to find a carriage
return where it expected it.

Action: Use the T0PS-2Q Commands Reference Manual to
check the syntax of the command you used. The
problem probably lies in the arguments to the
command. Retype the command, using the TOPS-20
help facility (by typing a question mark) to
explain each field of the command line.

PCommand not terminated properly

Explanation: A TOPS-20 command must be terminated with a
carriage return, a linefeed, or, to enter
subcommands, a comma and a carriage return or
linefeed. The command you typed contained an
illegal character as a terminating.

Action: Retype the command with the correct terminating
character. See the TOPS-20 Commands Reference
Manual for the syntax of the command you used.

Monitor call: COMND
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?Command too long for internal. buffer

Explanation: The command the EXEC tried to read is more than
1000 characters long. It exceeds the length of
the EXEC's command buffer.

Action: If you typed the command as input to the EXEC

,

retype it as two shorter commands.

If the error occurred during the execution of a
TAKE command, use an editor to change the
command file so that each command is less than
1000 characters long. Then retype the TAKE
command

.

?COMPILE-class command string is too long

Explanation: You typed a COMPILE-class command (like LOAD or
COMPILE) The EXEC does not have enough free
space in memory to process all the fields in the
command line. The compilation does not take
place

.

Action: Retype the command line with fewer fields.

%Couldn't get entire user list for structure

Explanation: You typed the INFORMATION STRUCTURE command.
The EXEC was n*ot able to obtain the entire list
of users for the file structure you named in the
command

.

Action: No action is needed.

?Couldn't increment mount count - Invalid structure name

Explanation: You typed the MOUNT STRUCTURE DEV: command, and
DEV: is not the name of a file structure, but
the name of another device.

Action: Check that you spelled the name of the file
structure correctly. If not, retype the command
with the correct file structure name.

If you spelled the name of the file structure
correctly, use the INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES ALL
command to see how the logical name DEV: is
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defined. If your job-wide logical name DEV:
differs from the system-wide logical name DEV :

,

use the DEFINE command to redefine your job-wide
logical name.

PCouldn't initialize auto-logout timer - monitor call message

Explanation: During the initialization of a job, the EXEC
checks to see if that job is logged in. If it
is not, the EXEC executes a TIMER monitor call
to set an automatic limit on the amount of time
that can be used by that job. If the job is not
logged in before the time limit expires, the
EXEC executes an auto-logout.

During the execution of the TIMER JSYS, an error
occurred. The reason for that error is
contained in the message from the monitor call.

Action: Type a CTRL/C and try to log in again. If you
cannot log in a second time, contact your system
operator

.

Monitor Call: TIMER

PCouldn't set access of pages n through m - monitor call message

Explanation: The SET PAGE-ACCESS command failed due to the
reason stated in the monitor call message. The
most common error is to attempt to change the
access mode of nonexistent pages.

Action: Use the INFORMATION MEMORY-USAGE command to
determine what pages exist in memory and the
type of access that is allowed to them.

Monitor call: SPACS

PCouldn't set time limit - monitor call message

Explanation: You used the SET TIME-LIMIT command to set a

limit on the number of seconds of CPU time that
your job can use in running a process. The
monitor call message gives the reason for that
failure

.
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Action: Use the SET NO TIME-LIMIT command, then retype
the original command.

Monitor call: TIMER

[DECSYSTEM-20 continued]

Explanation: The system has halted temporarily, but has not
crashed, and has continued operation. Your job
is unchanged.

Action: No action is needed, but this message can
sometimes indicate that the system is having
problems and could possibly crash soon. It is a
good idea, therefore, to save any files you have
open by writing them to the disk.

%DECSYSTEM-20 NOT RUNNING

Explanation: The system has stopped running. The reason the
system stopped is either because the operator
has halted the system, or because the system has
crashed

.

Action: Often the system will restart soon after a
crash. If the system does not restart after a
few minutes, contact your system operator to see
when the system will restart.

7DEPENDENCY-C0UNT out of range

Explanation: You typed a queue-class command (like SUBMIT)
and a /DEPENDENCY-COUNT switch. The number you
typed as the argument to the switch, however, is
too large. The largest dependency count you can
type is 91235.

Action: Retype the command line, using a smaller number
for the dependency count.

Detaching job # n

Explanation: Your ATTACH or DETACH command has succeeded, and
that the EXEC is detaching your current job and
is attaching your terminal to your new job.
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Action: No action is needed.

?DEV : Device is not a magtape

Explanation: You get this message by using the name of a
device that is not a magnetic tape drive as an
argument to a command that affects magnetic tape
drives. Examples of commands that affect
magnetic tape drives are the BACKSPACE , REWIND

,

EOF , and UNLOAD commands. The logical name DEV:
above stands for the name that was not
recognized as a magnetic tape drive.

This message can be caused by a wrong definition
for the logical name in question. An example
would be as follows. Let’s say MTO : is a

system-wide logical name defined as a magnetic
tape drive, and you defined MTO: as a job-wide
logical name to be a file structure. You would
get the message above if you typed the command
REWIND MTO:.

Action: Use the INFORMATION AVAILABLE DEVICES to see
what magnetic tape drives are AVAILABLE for your
use, and use the INFORMATION FILE-USAGE command
to see what devices are assigned to your job.
Then use the INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES JOB to
see if the definition of the logical name you
used as an argument to the command is correct.
If it is not, retype the command with the
correct logical name.

Use the INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES ALL to see if
the logical name is defined as the same for both
the system and your job. A difference could
mean that you should use the DEFINE command to
redefine the logical name correctly.

%Directory DSK:<DIR> wasn't being ACCESSed

Explanation: You used the END-ACCESS (TO DIRECTORY) DSK:<DIR>
command, but, before that, you did not use the
ACCESS command to access that directory. Or you
typed a second END-ACCESS command after the
first command ended access to the directory.

Action

:

No action is needed.
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?Device error

Explanation: You typed a command that manipulates magnetic
tape drives, like REWIND or EOF. A hardware
error occurred.

Action: Retype the command line.

If you continue to receive this error, contact
your system operator. Use another magnetic tape
drive to process your tape.

PDevice is not a magtape

Explanation: You typed a DISMOUNT TAPE command and the name
of a device. The device you named, however, is
not a magnetic tape drive.

Action: Use the INFORMATION FILE-STATUS command to see
what devices are assigned to your job.

PDevice or data error

Explanation: You typed a SKIP or BACKSPACE command, and
either a hardware error occurred on the magnetic
tape drive, or the data on the magnetic tape
contain errors that prevent your command from
executing

.

Action: Retype the command line. If this error occurs
more than once, rewind and unload the tape.
Mount it on another magnetic tape drive, and
then proceed. Tell your system operator how the
error occurred.

Monitor Call: GTSTS , MTOPR

PDevice was not MOUNTed

Explanation: You typed a DISMOUNT command. The device you
named in the command line, however, was not
mounted with a MOUNT command. Your system is
not using tape drive allocation, and you cannot
use the MOUNT and DISMOUNT commands for tapes.
Instead, to use a magnetic tape drive, you must
use the ASSIGN, TMOUNT , and DEASSIGN commands.
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See the TOPS-20 Manager 1 s Guide for a complete
description of the TOPS-20 tape drive allocation
system. See the TQPS-20 Commands Reference
Manual for a complete description of the ASSIGN,
TMOUNT , DEASSIGN, MOUNT, and DISMOUNT commands.

Action: To dismount a tape drive, use the DEASSIGN
command

.

PDevice write protected

Explanation: You typed an EOF (end of file) command to write
an end-of-file mark on the magnetic tape you
have mounted. In mounting this tape, you used a
MOUNT TAPE command without the /WRITE-ENABLED
switch. You cannot write to this tape, so you
cannot use the EOF command with this tape.

Action: To write an end-of-file mark on the tape,
dismount the tape, then remount it using the
/WRITE-ENABLED switch. Reposition the tape to
where you want the end-of-tape mark to be, then
retype the EOF command.

% Error while reading FILESPEC, file aborted
?Directory access privileges required

Explanation: You typed a TAKE or other command that cause the
execution of a file-manipulation command. A
file specification in a command line in that
file included the name of a directory that you
have not accessed.

Action: Type a TAKE command, the name of the command
file, and the ECHO subcommand. This causes the
EXEC to display the commands lines as they are
executed

.

Use a text editor to correct the command line in
the file, then retype the original command or a

TAKE command and the name of the file.

PDirectory name not given.
Please fix incorrect subcommands.

Explanation: You typed the BUILD command and a logical name
in order to create a new subdirectory. When you
create a new subdirectory with the BUILD
command, you must type the name you want to give
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to the subdirectory. The BUILD command will not
accept a logical name as the name of a new
subdirectory.

If you use the BUILD command to change the
characteristics of an existing subdirectory, you
can use a logical name to stand for the
subdirectory name.

Action: Type the ABORT subcommand, then retype the BUILD
command and the name of the subdirectory you
want to create.

?Directory terminating delimiter is not preceded by a valid beginning
delimiter

Explanation: You typed a file specification that included a
right angle bracket (>) or a right square
bracket (]). These characters are not legal in
a file specification unless they are preceded by
a directory name and left angle bracket (<) or a

left square bracket ([).

One other way to use either of these characters
in a file specification is to quote it in the
file specification by preceding the character
with a CTRL/V, the TOPS-20 quote character. If
you quote these characters, the EXEC does not
consider them to begin or end a directory name.

Action

:

Type CTRL/H, and the EXEC types the command line
up to the the beginning of the file
specification. Retype the file
preceding the directory with
bracket (<)

.

To quote the left

specification

,

a left angle
angle bracket

(>)

,

thereby including it as a part of the file
name rather than using it as the ending
character of the directory name, precede it with
a CTRL/V, the TOPS-20 quote character.

?Does not match directory or user name

Explanation: You typed the LOGIN command and a name that the
EXEC did not recognize. (The name is not
defined in PS : <ROOT-DIRECTORY> .

)

Action: Check the name you used to be sure you spelled
it correctly, then retype the command.

If you used the correct name, check with your
system operator or system manager to be sure
that the directory you named exists.
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?Does not match switch or keyword

Explanation: The EXEC does not recognize a command or
argument that you typed.

Action

:

Type CTL/H to see as much of the command line as
the. EXEC understood. Then type a question mark
(?) to see what you can type next.

See the TOPS-20 Commands Reference Manual for a
description of the syntax of the command you
want to use.

End of FILESPEC

Explanation

:

This message indicates that the contents of the
file named in the message have been executed by
the EXEC. The file was the object of a TAKE
command, or is a LOGIN.CMD or other type of
command file from which the EXEC reads commands
to execute.

Action

:

No action is needed. To prevent this emssage
from being displayed, include a TAKE command
without a file specification in your command
f ile

.

?End of file at xxxxxx , , yyyyyy

Explanation

:

You typed an INFORMATION, START, or REENTER
command. The program in memory caused a

software interrupt on channel 10, indicating
that a read or write operation in the program
attempted to access a file beyond the end of
that file. The program contains no code to
process the interrupt. Execution of your
program cannot be resumed. The 36-bit value,
xxxxxx ,, yyyyyy , is the content of the program
counter (PC)

.

This message occurs when the program initiates a

software interrupt with the IIC monitor call,
but does not also do all of the following:
enable the software interrupt system with the
EIR monitor call; set the software interrupt
table addresses with the SIR monitor call; and
place an interrupt vector word in the interrupt
table for channel 10.

Action

:

Add code to your program that can process
software interrupts. If the program is not
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yours , contact the owner of the program or your
system manager.

Monitor call: RFSTS

PEntry vector length is not less than 1000

Explanation: You typed a MERGE command and the name of a

file. The file is not in the proper format.
The system found what it thought to be an entry
vector but, after checking 1000 (octal)
locations, it did not find the end of the entry
vector

.

This message can result from merging a damaged
executable (.EXE) file into memory, or using the
MERGE command followed by the name of a file
that is not an .EXE file.

Action: Obtain another copy of the executable file you
want to merge into memory. If necessary, use
the COMPILE, LOAD, and SAVE commands to generate
a new executable file from the source file.

PError during take command, aborting TAKE command
PNot confirmed

Explanation: You typed a command, such as LOGIN or EDIT, that
caused commands in a file , such as LOGIN.CMD or
SWITCH . INI , to be executed; or you typed the
name of a program that uses in initialization
( . INIT) file. The file contains a command
syntax error. If you typed a LOGIN command, you
have logged in.

Action: To see what command in the file causes the
error, type a TAKE command with the ECHO
subcommand. This suncommand causes the EXEC to
display the commands at your terminal as they
are executed.

See the TOPS-20 manual that documents the
program or command you want to execute. Then
use a text editor to correct your command file.

PError in response from QUASAR

Explanation: You typed the INFORMATION (ABOUT) VOLUMES (OF
TAPE) command. The EXEC requested information

34



TOPS-20 EXEC Message Manual

Action

:

from QUASAR about the tape volume you named in
the command line, and the data the EXEC received
from QUASAR was not consistent.

This message requires no action, but might
indicate that you' will have a problem with this
tape volume when you try to read it. Notify
your system operator or system manager.

?Error was not found for error

Explanation

:

While executing a command, the EXEC detected an
error but could find no message for the error.
This is a logic error in the EXEC.

Action

:

Submit an SPR to Digital.

?Error while giving advice - ADVICE terminated

Explanation

:

An error occurred while you were advising
another job, and the EXEC ended the advice. The
error that occurred was probably a monitor call
error, most likely an OPENF error. The EXEC
acts in this case as though you typed a CTRL/C
to a user program: it reenables the use of
CTRL/C and CTRL/E, and reinitializes the EXEC.

Action

:

To advise the job you were advising when the
error occurred, use the ADVISE command again.

% Entering top level EXEC

Explanation

:

You typed the POP (COMMAND LEVEL) command to
move to a superior process. This message
indicated that you are now at the top level
process, you are running the EXEC program, and
that any further POP command will cause an error
message but will not change your process.

Action

:

No action is needed.

To see what processes exist inferior to your
current process, use the INFORMATION
PROGRAM-STATUS command

.

%Error while reading FILESPEC, file aborted
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?Unrecognized command - Does not match switch or keyword

Explanation: You typed the TAKE command with FILESPEC as the
argument, the file from which the EXEC should
read commands. This file contains a command or
command argument that the EXEC does not
recognize

.

Action: Retype the command line with the ECHO
subcommand. This shows you the line in the
command file that causes the error. Then use a
text editor to examine and correct the file.
See the TOPS-20 Commands Reference Manual for
the syntax of TOPS-20 commands.

%Error while reading FILESPEC, file aborted
?Too many JFN's in command

Explanation: You typed the TAKE FILESPEC command. One of the
commands in the file, a command that requires
file specifications arguments, had too many
arguments

.

Commands that manipulate files take up to 63 (77
octal) file names as arguments. Each file
requires a job file number ( JFN) , and each job
can have 64 (100 octal) JFN's, one of which must
for the file PS:<SYSTEM>EXEC.EXE.

Action: Type CTRL/H. This will show you how much of the
command was executed when the error occurred.
Then use a text editor to change the command in
the file, and retype the TAKE command.

%Error while reading FILESPEC, file aborted
?Undefined attribute in file specification

Explanation: You used a file-manipulation command and a file
specification as an argument to that command.
The EXEC did not understand the attribute
following the semicolon.

Action: If you received this message at your terminal
from an interactive job, retype the command.
Use the appropriate attribute field in the file
specification only if the attribute field is
needed to distinguish the file specification
from other similar file specifications.
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%Error while reading system message - monitor call message

Explanation: When you log in, the EXEC checks to see if you
have received any system messages since you last
logged in. If you have, the EXEC displays those
messages at your .terminal immediately after you
log in. While processing these messages, the
EXEC encountered an error. The monitor call
message gives the reason for the message.

Action: To see the system messages you received since
the last time you logged in, use the RDMAIL
program.

Notify your system operator or system manager
that this error has occurred.

?Error within an error

Explanation: The EXEC detected an error. It then tried to
display an error message at your terminal.
During that attempt, the EXEC detected another
error. The second error prevented the EXEC from
displaying an informative message about the
first error.

This error returns your job to EXEC command
level

.

Action: If the error was caused by a system program,
contact your system operator or system manager.
Be sure to keep a record of the command sequence
that caused the error.

If this error was caused by a program that you
did not write, contact the owner of the program.

?EXEC free space exhausted

Explanation: Many EXEC commands can cause this error. The
message comes from an EXEC routine that obtains
free memory for use by the EXEC in processing a

command. The failure means that the EXEC cannot
obtain enough memory for its needs. This
condition ordinarily does not last long.

Action: Try the command again. If the command fails
repeatedly, your system is probably very heavily
used. Contact your system manager or system
operator

.
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?EXEC input not closed

Explanation: You typed the TAKE command and the name of a

file that contains a CLOSE command. One of the
files that the EXEC attempted to close was the
file named in the TAKE command line. Since that
file was being used as input to the EXEC , it
could not be closed.

Action: Because the file named in the TAKE command is
closed when the end-of-file is read by the EXEC,
no action is needed.

7EXEC not found

Explanation: You typed the PUSH command to start a new
process, and the EXEC running in your current
process tried to start a new copy of the EXEC in
your new process. The file the EXEC looks for
is SYSTEM : EXEC . EXE , and it failed to find that
file

.

Action: Use the INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES ALL to see the
definition of the logical name SYSTEM:. If your
job-wide definition is not the same as the
system-wide definition, type the DEFINE command
with no argument to give SYSTEM: the
system-wide definition. Then retype the PUSH
command

.

If the definition of the logical name SYSTEM:
is the same for your job as it is for the
system, check that the system-wide definition
includes the definition PS:<SYSTEM>. If it does
not, use the DEFINE command to redefine your
job-wide logical name so that PS:<SYSTEM> is the
last name in the definition. Then retype the
PUSH command. In addition, contact your system
operator and inform him of the problem with the
system-wide definition of the logical name
SYSTEM:.

If the system-wide logical name SYSTEM:
includes the directory name PS:<SYSTEM>, use the
DIRECTORY command to see if the file EXEC . EXE
exists on that directory. If it does not,
contact your system operator.

?EXEC output not closed

Explanation: You typed the command TAKE (COMMANDS FROM)
FILENAME . CMD (LOGGING OUTPUT ON) FILENAME . LOG

,
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Action:

and FILENAME . CMD contains a CLOSE command. One
of the files that the EXEC attempted to close
was the FILENAME . LOG file, which the EXEC is
using for output.

Because the files named in the TAKE command are
closed when the end-of-file is read by the EXEC,
no action is needed.

Execute access required

Explanation

:

You typed a file-manipulation or compile-class
command and the name of a file. You do not have
access to that file because of the protection
code that the writer of the file placed on the
file.

Action

:

Use the ACCESS command to access the directory
containing the file, then retype the original
command line.

If you cannot access the directory, contact the
owner of the file to have the protection of the
file changed.

PFailed to read dates from source file - monitor call message

Explanation

:

You typed a COPY or an APPEND command and file
specifications. The EXEC failed to read the
dates from the FDB (file descriptor block) of
the source file, and so could not copy the data
in the file.

Action

:

Use the VDIRECTORY command to see if you can
obtain any information about the file. If you
can, retype the original command line.

If you can't get any information with the
VDIRECTORY command, ask your system operator to
restore a copy of the file to disk from back-up
tapes

.

Monitor Call: RFTAD

PFailed to set dates for destination file - monitor call message

Explanation

:

You typed a COPY or an APPEND command and file
specifications. The EXEC could not set the
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required dates in the FDB (file descriptor
block) of the destination file.

Action: Use the RESET command to clear memory, or use
the PUSH command to get a new copy of memory and
a new copy of the EXEC. Retype the command.

If you get this error a second time, it might
indicate an error in the data base of the system
monitor. Contact your system operator.

Monitor Call: SFTAD

PField cannot be longer than 39 characters

Explanation: While parsing a field in a command line or in an
indirect command file, the EXEC determined that
the field contained more than 39 characters,
which is not legal. It stopped parsing the line
and displayed this message.

Action: Retype the command, using fields less than 39
characters long.

File has no pointer to offline storage

Explanation: You typed the DELETE command, the name of a
file, and the CONTENTS-ONLY subcommand. The
file has not been archived, so no pointer to a
tape file exists in the file descriptor block on
disk

.

Action: If you need to have a copy of the file on tape
for later reference, use the UNDELETE command
immediately.

If you are sure you will never need the file
again, no action is needed.

?File is busy

Explanation: You typed a file-manipulation command and a file
specification in order to write data into the
file. Another job or process has opened that
file for frozen access, which means that only
one process can open the file for writing. You
cannot open the file for writing until the
process that opened the file closes it.
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Action: You must wait for the file to be closed by the
current user of the file.

Monitor Call: OPENF

?File is empty: FILESPEC

Explanation: You typed a file-manipulation command and file
specifications. For an unknown reason, the EXEC
found the file named in the message, but could
not open it.

Action: If the file named is a source file, ask your
system operator to restore a copy of the file to
disk from a back-up tape.

If the file is a destination file, retype the
command line. If it fails again, contact your
system operator.

Monitor Call: OPENF

?File not found

Explanation: You typed a file-manipulation command and a file
specification that does not match any file in
your connected directory or the directory named
in the file specification.

Action: Use the INFORMATION DIRECTORY command to be sure
you are connected to the right directory. If
you are not, retype the command and include the
directory name in the file specification, or use
the CONNECT command to connect to the right
directory, then retype the original command.

If you included a logical name in the file
specification, use the INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES
ALL command to be sure your logical name is
correctly defined. If necessary, redefine the
logical name using the DEFINE command, then
retype the command.

If you are sure the file is not where it should
be, contact your system operator to see if a

back-up copy can be restored to your directory,
or contact the owner of the directory for more
information about the file.
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%File not found - NAME. EXT

Explanation: The DIRECTORY command produces this message for
each file that it fails to find. In the message
above, NAME. EXT stands for the name of the file
the EXEC does not find.

Action: Use the INFORMATION DIRECTORY command to be sure
you are connected to the right directory. If
you are not, retype the command and include the
directory name in the file specification, or use
the CONNECT command to connect to the right
directory, then retype the original command.

If you included a logical name in the file
specification, use the INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES
ALL command to be sure your logical name is

correctly defined. If necessary, redefine the
logical name using the DEFINE command. Then
retype the command.

If you are sure the file is not where it should
be, contact your system operator to see if a

back-up copy can be restored to your directory,
or contact the owner of the directory for more
information.

?File not found because output-only device was specified

Explanation: You typed a file-manipulation command such as
TYPE, COPY, or DIRECTORY, and the device named
in the file specification you used was an
output-only device. Typing the command
DIRECTORY LPT:, for example, will produce this
message

.

Action: Use the INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES ALL to see the
definition of the logical name in your file
specification. If the logical name definition
is wrong, use the DEFINE command to redefine it.

Use the INFORMATION AVAILABLE DEVICES command to
see what devices and file structures are
AVAILABLE for your use. If the device you want
to use is not available, check with your system
operator

.

?Filename was not specified

Explanation: You get this message whenever you fail to use an
argument with a command that requires a file
name as an argument. Examples of this type of
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command are the following commands: APPEND

,

TYPE, GET, and ARCHIVE.

Action: Retype the command and type the name of a file
as an argument.

?File or swapping space exceeded at xxxxxx , ,yyyyyy

Explanation: You typed an INFORMATION, START, RUN, or REENTER
command. The program in memory caused a
software interrupt on channel 20, indicating
that something caused the system to run out of
file space or swapping space in memory. The
program contains no code to process the
interrupt. The 36-bit value, xxxxxx , ,yyyyyy , is
the content of the program counter (PC) .

This message occurs when the program initiates a
software interrupt with the IIC monitor call,
but does not also do all of the following:
enable the software interrupt system with the
EIR monitor call; set the software interrupt
table addresses with the SIR monitor call; and
place an interrupt vector word in the interrupt
table for channel 20.

Action: Use the EXPUNGE command to free disk pages
assigned to deleted files. Then use the
CONTINUE command to resume execution of your
program.

If this is your program, you can add code to
your program that can process this software
interrupt.

Monitor call: RFSTS

PFirst non-space character is not a digit

Explanation: You typed a command that requires a number as an
argument. In the field where the number should
go, the EXEC read a nonnumeric character. The
PRINT/COPIES: command and switch combination is
an example of such a command, and the presence
of a nonnumeric character in the field following
the colon will cause this message.

You can also cause this error by typing a
numeric character that is too large for the
radix of the number you must type. Typing a 9

while typing an octal number, for example,
causes this message.
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Action

:

Monitor call

?Floating interrupt

Explanation

:

Action:

Monitor call

?FULL

Explanation

:

Action:

Retype the command using a numeric argument.

COMND , NIN

at xxxxxx, ryyyyyy

You typed an INFORMATION , START , RUN , or REENTER
command. The program in memory caused a

software interrupt on channel 7 , indicating an
arithmetic overflow on a floating-point number.
Execution of your program cannot be resumed.
The 36-bit value, xxxxxx , ,yyyyyy , is the content
of the program counter (PC)

.

This message occurs when the program initiates a

software interrupt on channel 7 with the IIC
monitor call, but does not also do all of the
following: enable the software interrupt system
with the EIR monitor call; set the software
interrupt table addresses with the SIR monitor
call; and place an interrupt vector word in the
interrupt table for channel 7.

This message indicates that the program contains
a logic error.

Investigate the cause of the error in your
program, and correct it. If the program is not
yours, contact the owner of the program or your
system manager

.

RFSTS

You typed a CTRL/C in order to log in or attach
to a job, but your terminal displayed this
message instead of the system banner. The
system does not have enough resources available
to start another job.

Continue to try to log in. This situation
usually occurs for only a short time. If this
problem occurs frequently, discuss it with your
system manager.
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PGeneration number is not numeric

Explanation: You used the DIRECTORY or the TAKE command with
a file specification that contains nonnumeric
characters in its generation field. If you
specify the generation of a file, that
generation must be a number or an asterisk (*)

,

which indicates all existing generations.

Action: If you used more than one file specification
with the command , type a CTRL/H to see how much
of the command executed before the EXEC found
the offending file specification.

Retype the command with a correct file
specification.

7GTJFN failed for highest generation
monitor call message

Explanation: You typed the DELETE command, a file name, and
the KEEP subcommand. The EXEC tried to execute
a GTJFN monitor call for the newest generation
of the file, but the GTJFN call failed. The
monitor call message describes the reason for
that failure.

Action: Use the DIRECTORY command with the DELETED
subcommand to see if the file has already been
deleted. If so, use the UNDELETE command to
regain a copy of the generations of the file
that you need.

[Holes in file]

Explanation: You typed a COPY, TYPE, or APPEND command, and
the file to be copied or appended contains
holes. At least one free, or empty, page exists
within the file. (The page table has at least
one empty slot within the range of slots
assigned to the pages of the file.) The EXEC
copies the data from the file, including the
holes.

Action: No action is needed. Some TOPS-20 files contain
holes routinely. Examples of such files are
DBMS data files, FORTRAN random-access files,
and RMS files. These files should not be
changed

.
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?Illegal character in

Explanation

:

Action

:

? Illegal instruction
monitor call message

Explanation:

Action:

If, however, you are the owner of the file, and
your program has written the file, and you do
not want holes in your file, you can eliminate
the holes. You do this by writing a MACRO
program that uses the PMAP monitor call to remap
the file so that the page table contains no
empty slots.

program name, or name too long

You used the SYSTAT command with the PROGRAM
subcommand and the name of a program. The name
of the program either contains an illegal
character, or is longer than six characters.

Retype the command with a correct argument. If
you must quote a character in the program name,
precede it with CTRL/V, the TOPS-20 quote
character. If the name of the program in which
you are interested contains more than six
characters, use only the first six characters as
an argument to this command.

You typed an INFORMATION, START, or REENTER
command. The program in memory caused a
software interrupt on channel 15, indicating
that the program tried to execute an illegal
instruction. The program contains no code to
process the interrupt, and your program cannot
be restarted. The 36-bit value, xxxxxx , ,yyyyyy

,

is the content of the program counter (PC)

.

This message usually indicates that the program
contains a logic error.

This message also occurs when the program
initiates a software interrupt on channel 15
with the IIC monitor call, but does not also do
all of the following: enable the software
interrupt system with the EIR monitor call; set
the software interrupt table addresses with the
SIR monitor call; and place an interrupt vector
word in the interrupt table for channel 15.

To correct the logic error in the program,
analyze the logic of the program. This error
often means that execution of the program has
passed to a word in the program that contains
data

.
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To prevent this error from stopping the
execution of the program, add code to your
program to process this software interrupt.

If the program is not yours, contact the owner
of the program or your system manager.

Monitor call: RFSTS

Plllegal instruction xxxxxx , ,yyyyyy at zzzzzz - JSYS error:
PInvalid CMRTY pointer

Explanation: You executed a program with the EXECUTE, START,
RUN, or R commands, or by typing the name of the
program. This program contains a COMND monitor
call that failed to execute correctly. The
failure is caused by an invalid CMRTY pointer in
the command state block. (See the T0PS-2Q
Monitor Calls Reference Manual for a full
explanation of the COMND monitor call.)

This error is usually caused by either bad data
being placed in the command state block, or by a

wrong address being placed in AC1 for the COMND
call

.

Action: If this is your program, use DDT to examine the
command state block and the AC's immediately
prior to the execution of the COMND JSYS. If
this is not your program, contact your system
operator, your system manager, or the owner of
the program.

Monitor Call: COMND

Plllegal instruction xxxxxx , ,yyyyyy at zzzzzz - JSYS error:
?JFN is not assigned

Explanation: A program running in memory tried to use a job
file number (JFN) to open a file or a device,
but the JFN does not have an associated file or
device. To use a file or a device, your program
must first assign it a JFN. After a JFN is

released, the program can no longer use the
associated file or device.

Action: To try to run the program again, use the RESET
command to clear memory, then run the program
again

.
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If the program fails again for the same reason,
and if you are not the programmer who wrote the
program, report this error and how you produced
it to your system operator, system manager, or
the programmer who wrote the program.

To find out what files and devices have JFN's
assigned, use the INFORMATION FILE-STATUS
command

.

?Illegal instruction xxxxxx, ,yyyyyy at zzzzzz
PUndefined operation code

Explanation: You typed the START, CONTINUE, RUN, or REENTER
command. The expression xxxxxx , ,yyyyyy stands
for the 36-bit word that is the content of
location zzzzzz, the address (in the program
counter or PC) at which the illegal instruction
occurred

.

This kind of error occurs, for example, if the
address you typed after a START command is the
address of a word of data or a byte pointer
rather than an instruction word.

Action: The program in memory contains a logic error.
Use DDT to analyze the error, or notify the
owner of the program.

DEV: is assigned to job n

Explanation: You typed a file-manipulation command and a file
specification that includes the name of a
device. Because that device is assigned to
another job, you cannot access any files on that
device

.

Action: If you used a logical name in the file
specification, use the INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES
command to see the name of the device that
appears in the definition of that logical name.

If you can use another device, retype the
command line with the name of that new device.

If you need to use the device named in the file
specification, you must wait until the current
user types the DEASSIGN command.

48



TOPS-20 EXEC Message Manual

Monitor Call:

If necessary, use the TALK command or the MAIL
program to tell the user that you need the
device

.

OPENF

?DEV : is not on line

Explanation

:

You typed a file-manipulation command and a file
specification. When the EXEC tried to open the
file, it found that the device named in the file
specification is not on line. You cannot access
any riles on that device until is on line.

Action

:

Check that you spelled the name of the device
correctly, then retype the command line.

If you spelled the name of the device correctly,
use the INFORMATION AVAILABLE DEVICES command to
see what devices are available to your job. If
the device you need is off line, contact your
system operator and request that the device be
placed on line.

Monitor Call

:

OPENF

?Incorrect password

Explanation

:

You typed the LOGIN command, a user name, and a
password. The password was incorrect, and the
LOGIN command failed to execute.

Action: Because the EXEC does not display the password
at the terminal, it is easy to make a mistake in
typing the password. Retype the command line,
using extra care when typing the password.

If the command fails continually after several
tries, contact your system operator or system
manager to see if your password has been
changed

.

?Input filespec expected

Explanation: You typed an EDIT command, a switch, and perhaps
a file specification. The EXEC did not
recognize the switch you typed as a valid
switch, -or you did not type a file
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specification. The logical name EDITOR: is
defined to be SYSrTV.EXE.

Action: Retype the command line with a valid switch and
a file specification.

To see what switches are valid, type the EDIT
command, a slash (/) , and a question mark (?)

.

?Insuf f icient privileges

Explanation: You used a command that requires operator,
wheel, or maintenance privileges. You cannot
use privileged commands unless you have the
appropriate privileges.

Action: Contact your system operator or system manager.

?Insuff icient system resources

Explanation: You can get this message for a variety of
reasons. You cannot do much about many of the
conditions that cause this message. Examples of
things that can cause it are insufficient buffer
space for input/output routines, and
insufficient swapping space.

Using the PUSH command to create inferior
processes causes this message if you try to
create more than 22 processes. If this occurs,
you will be unable to use any more processes.

Action: If you need to use such a large number of
processes, perhaps you should use the PTYCON
program to control several jobs, each of which
can have 22 processes.

Plllegal JFN number

Explanation: You typed a command that requires a JFN (job
file number) as an argument, and a number that
is larger than 1000 (octal) . The largest JFN
that the system can assign is 1000 (octal)

.

Action: Retype the command with a smaller JFN. To see
what JFN 1 s are assigned by your job, use the
INFORMATION FILE-STATUS command.
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?Illegal memory EXECUTE at xxxxxx ,

,

yyyyyy

Explanation: You typed an INFORMATION , START, or REENTER
command. The program in memory caused a
software interrupt on channel 17, indicating
that the program attempted to execute the
contents of a page in memory to which it does
not have EXECUTE access. The program contains
no code to process the interrupt. Your program
cannot be restarted. The 36-bit value,
xxxxxx, , yyyyyy , is the content of the program
counter (PC) .

This message occurs when a logic error in the
program causes the program to pass control to an
unexpected part of memory.

This message also occurs when the program
initiates a software interrupt on channel 17
with the IIC monitor call, but does not also do
all of the following: enable the software
interrupt system with the EIR monitor call; set
the software interrupt table addresses with the
SIR monitor call; and place an interrupt vector
word in the interrupt table for channel 17.

Action: If this is your program, check the logic of the
program, especially complex indirect addressing.
Alternatively, you can add code to your program
that can process software interrupts.

If the program is not yours, contact the owner
of the program or your system manager.

Monitor call: RFSTS

?Illegal memory READ at xxxxxx ,, yyyyyy

Explanation: You typed an INFORMATION, START, or REENTER
command. The program in memory caused a

software interrupt on channel 16, indicating
that the program in memory referenced a page of
memory to which it does not have read access.
The program contains no code to process the
interrupt. Your program cannot be restarted.
The 36-bit value, xxxxxx ,, yyyyyy , is the content
of the program counter (PC)

.

This message occurs when the program initiates a

software interrupt on channel 16 with the IIC
monitor call, but does not also do all of the
following: enable the software interrupt system
with the EIR monitor call; set the software
interrupt table addresses with the SIR monitor
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call; and place an interrupt vector word in the
interrupt table for channel 16.

This message can also indicate that the program
attempts to use a monitor call without correctly
setting up the accumulators or argument blocks
required

.

Action: If this is your program, check that the monitor
calls used in the program are set up correctly.

You can also use the INFORMATION MEMORY-USAGE
command to see what the page contains. If this
is your program, you must make the program use a
different page of memory, or map the page the
program cannot access into another page of
memory.

Alternatively, you can add code to your program
that can process this software interrupt.

If the program is not yours, contact the owner
of the program or your system manager.

Monitor call: RFSTS

?Illegal memory WRITE at xxxxxx, ,yyyyyy

Explanation: A program executing in memory attempted to write
data into a page in memory to which that program
did not have write access. This indicates a bug
exists in the program. The 36-bit value,
xxxxxx , ,yyyyyy, is the content of the program
counter (PC) .

This error can occur if your program attempts to
write to a page in memory that DDT occupies.
Note that errors made in setting up monitor
calls can cause this error on execution of the
monitor call.

Action: If the program is yours, use the INFORMATION
MEMORY-USAGE command to determine why the page
containing location xxxxxx cannot be written by
your program.

If this program is not yours, write down the
circumstances under which this error occurred,
then contact the owner of the program, your
system operator, or your system manager.
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?Illegal mode or byte
multiple source copy

size change

,

cannot proceed

Explanation

:

You typed a COPY or APPEND command and several
file specifications. The output file
specifications indicate output devices that are
not all disks.

Action

:

Retype the command line once for each device to
which you want to copy files.

[Illegal mode subcommand being ignored]

Explanation: You typed a COPY or an APPEND command, file
specifications, and a subcommand that stated the
mode in which you wanted the data read and
written. The mode you chose, however, was not
legal for the device named in or implied by the
file specifications. The EXEC uses the default
data mode for the device, and copies the data.

Action

:

Check that you spelled the mode subcommand
correctly. If not, retype the subcommand.

When COPY or APPEND command has executed, check
to see that the data has been transferred
correctly.

Plllegal operaton for labeled tapes

Explanation

:

You typed a BACKSPACE or SKIP command and the
name of a magnetic tape drive. The tape mounted
on the tape drive is a labeled tape. It is not
legal to use record-oriented tape commands on a

labeled tape.

Action: Use the DUMPER program to read or write the
tape

.

?Illegal PSI channel n on forced termination

Explanation

:

You typed a START or REENTER command. The
program in memory halted because the program
caused a software interrupt on an illegal
channel. The illegal channel number is n in the
message. Legal channels are channel 0 through
channel 35.
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Action: Check the program for use of an illegal channel.
If the program is not yours, contact the owner
of the program. If the program is a system
program, contact your system operator or system
manager

.

Monitor call: RFSTS

?Illegal terminal number

Explanation: You typed the ADVISE command and a terminal
number. The terminal number is not a legal one.

Action: Use the SYSTAT command to see what terminals are
attached to jobs, t:hen retype the ADVISE command
with a correct terminal number, or the name of a
logged-in user.

PInternal error of directory is incorrect

Explanation: You typed a file-manipulation command. The
directory affected by your command has been
damaged, and no files can be accessed on that
directory. If the directory to which your job
is connected is being deleted by the system
operator, many EXEC commands cause this message
to be displayed.

Action: Contact your system operator or system manager
to have the directory restored from back-up
copies on magnetic tape.

?Internal illegal instruction - Invalid fork handle

Explanation: You typed a CONTINUE, RUN, START, or REENTER
command. The EXEC obtained the process handle
(process handle) of the process it last ran, but
found that it is unassigned to any process.

Action: A logic error exists in the EXEC. Submit an SPR
to Digital.

Use the INFORMATION PROGRAM-STATUS command to
see what processes exist in your job. To run a
program in the current process, use the RESET
command to clear memory, then the RUN command or
the GET and START commands to load a program
into memory and begin its execution.
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To return to a superior process, use the POP
command

.

To obtain a new process and keep the current
process, use the PUSH command.

PInternal illegal instruction at xxxxxx - Line is not active

Explanation: You used the ADVISE command to advise a detached
job. The address xxxxxx is the address in
memory at which the EXEC detected that the line
was inactive. A logic error exists within the
EXEC.

Action: Submit an SPR to Digital.

Type a RESET command, then use the SYSTAT
command to find the number of the job you want
to advise, and reissue the ADVISE command.

?Invalid access requested

Explanation: You used the GET command to place a program in
memory. The file that you named, however,
cannot be read due to the protection code of the
file. Note that this error will always occur
when the argument to the GET command is a file
that has a .DIRECTORY type.

Action: Use the DIRECTORY command to see the protection
code of the file. See the T0PS-2Q User 1 s Guide
for an explanation of the meaning of the
protection code.

Monitor call: OPENF

PInvalid access requested: FILESPEC

Explanation: You used the TYPE command or some other
file-manipulation command, or the program you
are running tried to open the file name in the
message. The file you named in the command line
does not allow access by your job, or the
program tried to open the file in a mode that is
not legal for that file.

Action: If you used the TYPE command, no action is
needed

.
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Monitor Call:

?Invalid account

Explanation:

Action

:

If your program caused the message, you must
edit the program so that it opens the file in a

permitted access mode.

If the error was caused by a program that
belongs to someone else or the system, contact
the owner of the program or your system
operator

.

OPENF

You used the SET ACCOUNT or the LOGIN command
with an invalid argument. These commands take
as an argument the name or the number of an
account to which you can charge your computer
usage

.

You can also get this message when logging in if
you do not specify the account, but the account
default specified for your directory is
incorrect

.

In addition, you can get this message when using
a command for which a SET DEFAULT command and a

/ACCOUNT: switch has been typed. If you do,
the default account set for this command is not
valid

.

Check that the name or number of the account is
correct, and retype the command.

If the name or number is correct, use the
command INFORMATION DIRECTORY to be sure that
your login directory can charge computer usage
to the account you want. If the account name or
number is not correct, use the BUILD command to
change the default account for LOGIN. Then
retype the command.

If your directory default for LOGIN is correct,
use the SET DEFAULT command for the command that
caused the error, and use the /ACCOUNT: switch
and the name of a valid account. Then retype
the original command line.

If the command still fails, contact your system
operator or system manager to see if the name of
the account you need has been changed.
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Plnvalid Account String Specified

Explanation: You used a command with the /ACCOUNT: switch
and the name of an invalid account? or you used
the PLOT , PRINT , PUNCH CARDS , PUNCH PAPER-TAPE,
or SUBMIT command, but the account specified in
an earlier SET DEFAULT /ACCOUNT: command is not
a valid account.

Action: Find the correct name of the account you want to
charge for the execution of the batch job or
PRINT, PLOT, or PUNCH request, then retype the
command.

Or use the SET DEFAULT command with the
/ACCOUNT: switch and the name of a valid
account to set the correct default account for
the command you want to use. Then retype the
command. You should also check that your
LOGIN.CMD and COMAND.CMD files contain correct
account strings in any SET DEFAULT/ACCOUNT:
command lines they contain.

If the account should exist but does not,
contact your system operator or system manager.

Plnvalid address

Explanation: You used the SET ADDRESS-BREAK command to set a

breakpoint in the program you have in memory.
This command requires an octal address as an
argument. The EXEC did not recognize the
argument you typed as an octal address.

Action: Retype the command, and use an octal address.

If you have a program in memory and want to set
a breakpoint at an address or program label of
which you know the name, use DDT to find the
octal address at which that label has been
loaded into memory. Then use a DDT command or
the SET ADDRESS-BREAK command to set the
breakpoint you need.

Plnvalid BEFORE subcommand - Does not match switch or keyword

Explanation: You typed a DIRECTORY command and the BEFORE
subcommand. The EXEC did not understand the
argument you typed after the BEFORE subcommand.
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Action: Retype the subcommand line using a date in an
acceptable format. The following is an example
of an acceptable format for the date and time
20-MAR-81 12:00:00. See the T0PS-2Q Commands
Reference Manual for a description of other
acceptable date formats

.

To execute the DIRECTORY command and the
subcommands already entered successfully, type a
carriage return.

Monitor Call: COMND

?Invalid BEFORE subcommand - First nonspace character is not a digit

Explanation: You typed a DIRECTORY command, a BEFORE
subcommand, a date, a plus sign (+)

,

and some
other characters. The EXEC expected a number
(of hours) to follow the plus sign ( + ) , but you
typed .a nonnumeric character.

Action: Retype the BEFORE subcommand and the arguments
as before, but type a number after the plus sign
( + ) .

Monitor Call: NIN

PInvalid BEFORE subcommand - Invalid date format

Explanation: You typed a DIRECTORY command and the BEFORE
subcommand. The date you typed as an argument
to the BEFORE subcommand, however, was not in a
format the system could recognize. Your
DIRECTORY command is not canceled; it is
waiting for another subcommand or a carriage
return.

Action: Retype the BEFORE subcommand with a date in an
acceptable format. See the TOPS-20 Commands
Reference Manual for a description of acceptable
date formats.

To execute the DIRECTORY command and the
subcommands already entered successfully, type a
carriage return.

Monitor Call: IDTIM
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?Invalid BEFORE subcommand - monitor call message

Explanation

:

You typed a DIRECTORY command and the BEFORE
subcommand. The EXEC could not understand the
arguments you gave with the BEFORE subcommand.
The monitor call message gives the reason for
the failure.

Your subcommand is not executed, but the
DIRECTORY command is not canceled.

Action

:

Because the DIRECTORY command is not canceled,
you can enter another subcommand, or execute the
DIRECTORY command. You can enter another
subcommand or execute the DIRECTORY command by
typing a carriage return.

Retype the subcommand with correct arguments.
If necessary, see the TOPS-20 Commands Reference
Manual for the kinds and formats of arquments
acceptable for use with the BEFORE subcommand.

To execute the DIRECTORY and all subcommands
already entered, type a carriage return.

Monitor Call: IDTIM

PInvalid BEFORE command - Overflow (number is larger than 2**35)

Explanation

:

You typed a DIRECTORY command, a BEFORE
subcommand, a date, and a number of hours to add
to that date. The number is larger than 2**35,
the largest word that can be stored in a single
36-bit word of memory.

Action

:

Retype the BEFORE subcommand with a smaller
argument or with a different date.

To execute the DIRECTORY command and all
subcommands entered successfully, type a
carriage return.

Monitor Call: NIN

PInvalid byte size: FILESPEC

Explanation

:

You typed a COPY or an APPEND command, two file
specifications, the BYTE (SIZE) subcommand, and
a byte size that is illegal for one of the
devices named in the file specifications.
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Action: Retype the command line, using a legal byte
size. TOPS-20 bytes can be from 1 to 36 bits in
length

.

?Invalid character in filename

Explanation: You used a file specification that contains one
of the illegal characters listed below. To use
one of these characters in a file specification,
you must quote it by preceding it with a CTRL/V.

The following are characters that need to be
quoted in file specifications:

@ (at sign) [

, (comma) ]

# (pound sign) <

$ (dollar sign) "

~ (caret)
I

(bar) %

& (ampersand) *

~ (tilde)
= (equal sign) J
/ (slash) >

\ (backslash) {

: (colon) }

(open square bracket)
(close square bracket)
(open angle bracket)
(quotation mark)
(apostrophe)
(percent sign)
(asterisk)
(underscore)
(close parenthesis)
(close angle bracket)
(open bracket)
(close bracket)

all control characters except CTRL/C

Action: Type a CTRL/H to see how much of the command was
parsed before the EXEC found the file
specification that contains the illegal
character. Retype the command and the correct
file specification without the illegal
character

.

To include one of the characters above in a file
specification, precede the character with a
CTRL/V.

Alternatively, use the RENAME command and
wildcard characters in the file specification to
rename the file and eliminate the characters
that need to be quoted.

PInvalid command to set defaults for - Does not match switch or
keyword

Explanation: You used the SET DEFAULT command but did not
correctly specify a command for which the
switches will be defaults.
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Action: Retype the SET DEFAULT command followed by a

space, then type a question mark (?) to see the
commands for which it is legal to set defaults.

PInvalid DEPENDENCY-COUNT - monitor call message

Explanation: You typed a queue-class command with a
/DEPENDENCY-COUNT switch. The EXEC failed to
understand what you typed for a count. The
switch requires a numeric argument. The monitor
call message states the reason for the failure.

Action: Retype the command line, using a correct
argument for the /DEPENDENCY-COUNT switch.

PInvalid device terminator

Explanation: The name of a device (or a logical name) was
used as an argument to a command, but the name
of the device did not end in a colon. Note that
device names cannot contain wildcard characters.
The following commands require a device name in
the form DEV: as an argument:

ASSIGN EOF
BACKSPACE MOUNT
DEASSIGN REWIND
DEFINE TMOUNT
DISMOUNT UNLOAD

Action: If necessary, use the INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES
ALL command to see the definitions of valid
logical names. Then retype the command, making
sure to end the device name with a colon.

PInvalid directory name or syntax

Explanation: You used the SET DIRECTORY ACCOUNT-DEFAULT
command with an invalid account name.

Action: Be sure of the spelling of the name of the
directory, then retype the command with the
correct directory name.

If the directory name was correct, check with
your operator or system manager to be sure the
directory exists.
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For a description of file specifications,
including the directory name, see the TOPS-20
User 1 s Guide

.

PInvalid guide word

Explanation: You typed a command followed by a guide word
that is not valid for the command.

Action: Retype the command, but do not follow it with a
guide word. Guide words are not required parts
of command syntax, but are provided as reminders
to indicate the arguments to the command. To
see the correct guide word, type the command
followed by an ESC (escape) character.

PInvalid HELP request, try n HELP<RET>" - monitor call message

Explanation: You typed the HELP command and a command about
which you need information. The system has no
information available on this command; or one
of the directories in the definition of the
logical name HLP : has a problem, * or does not
contain all the directories in its definition
that it should. The monitor call message states
the reason the command failed.

Action: Use the HELP command followed by a question mark
to see what commands are documented by the HELP
facility.

Use the INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES HLP: command
to see the definition of the logical name HLP:.
If necessary, use the DEFINE command to redefine
the HLP: logical name so that it includes all
the directories it should.

Refer to the TOPS-20 Commands Reference Manual
for a description" of the command you want to
use. See the TOPS-20 User 1 s Guide for an
explanation of what command to use to accomplish
your task.

PInvalid LARGER subcommand - First nonspace character is not a digit

Explanation: You typed a DIRECTORY command, a LARGER
subcommand, and a string of characters that
began with a nonnumeric character. The system
did not recognize the string as a number.
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Action

:

Retype the subcommand and a number that
represents the length in disk pages of the
smallest file you want the DIRECTORY command to
find

.

To execute the DIRECTORY command and all
subcommands already entered, type a carriage
return.

Monitor Call: NIN'

PInvalid LARGER subcommand - monitor call message

Explanation

:

You typed a DIRECTORY command and a LARGER
subcommand, but the system did not recognized
what came after the subcommand as a valid file
size

.

Action

:

Retype the subcommand and a number that
represents the length in disk pages of the
smallest file you want the DIRECTORY command to
find

.

To execute the DIRECTORY command and all
subcommands already entered, type a carriage
return

.

Monitor Call: NIN

PInvalid LARGER subcommand - Overflow (number is larger than 2**35)

Explanation

:

You typed a DIRECTORY command, a LARGER
subcommand, and a number that is larger than
2**35, the largest number that can be stored in
a 36-bit word of memory. TOPS-20 cannot store a
number larger than 34,359,738,367 decimal (

777777 ,, 777777 octal) in one word of memory, and
so cannot read such a number as an argument to
the LARGER subcommand.

Action

:

Retype the subcommand and a number that
represents the length in disk pages of the
smallest file you want the DIRECTORY command to
find

.

To execute the DIRECTORY command and all
subcommands already entered, type a carriage
return

.

Monitor Call: NIN
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?Invalid line number - monitor call message

Explanation: You typed a SUBMIT command and the /BEGIN:
switch. This switch requires the page number on
which to start processing the file. The EXEC
did not understand what you typed. The monitor
call message states the reason for the failure.

Action: Retype the command line and include a valid
decimal line number.

Monitor call: NIN

PInvalid node - Two colons required on node name.

Explanation: You used a command with a switch that requires
the name of a network node as an argument. You
failed to terminate the name of the node with
two colons.

Action: Retype the command/ switch/ and node name, and
use two colons to terminate the name of the
node

.

PInvalid node - Invalid node name

Explanation: You typed a command and a switch that requires
as an argument the name of a network node. The
name you used is not the name of an existing
node, or is the name of a node not currently in
the network.

Action: Use the INFORMATION DECNET NODES command to see
what nodes are available. Retype the command
with a valid node name as an argument.

PInvalid node name - Too many characters in node name

Explanation: You typed a SUBMIT or PRINT command with a
/PROCESSING-NODE : or /DESTINATION-NODE

:

switch/ and the name of the node. The node name
you typed/ however/ contains more than six
characters. The name of the destination node or
processing node cannot contain more than six
characters

.

64



TOPS-20 EXEC Message Manual

Action: Check the name of the node you want to use.
Retype the command using the six-character name
of the destination node.

PInvalid node name - Two colons required on node name

Explanation: You typed a SUBMIT or PRINT command with a
/PROCESSING-NODE : or /DESTINATION-NODE

:

switch, and the name of the node. The node name
must be followed by two colons. It was not, so
the EXEC did not recognize it as a remote node.

Action: Retype the command line, and include the two
colons after the node name.

PInvalid number of copies requested

Explanation: You typed a PRINT command and the /COPIES:
switch. The number of copies you requested,
however, exceeds 262143. You cannot print more
than 262143 copies of a file.

Action: Retype the command line and a smaller number.
If you need more than 262143 copies of a file
printed, use more than one PRINT command.

PInvalid output filespec - Field cannot be longer than 39 characters

Explanation: You used a command that requires an input and an
output file specification as arguments. The
output file specification contains a field
longer than 39 characters.

Action: Retype the command using a shorter name for the
output file.

PInvalid owner of request - Doesn't match user or directory name

- Explanation: You typed the SET DEFAULT command with the
/USER: switch and an argument to that switch
that was not a valid user or directory name.

Action: Retype the command and switch, using the name of
a valid user or directory.
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PInvalid page number

Explanation: You typed a EXAMINE or a DEPOSIT command and an
argument to that command that is not an address
in section 0 of memory. Such an address is of
the form x,,yyyyyy, where x is greater than 0

and yyyyyy is between 0 and 777777. To address
section 0, x must equal zero. Addressing
nonzero sections of memory is not legal.

Action: Retype the command and use only the right
half-word of the address.

PInvalid PLOT command - monitor call message

Explanation: You typed a PLOT command and the EXEC did not
understand the rest of the command line. The
monitor call message states the reason for the
failure

.

Action: Type a CTRL/H to see how much of the command
line was successfully parsed by the EXEC. Then
type a question mark (?) to see what you can
type next. See the TOPS-20 Commands Reference
Manual for a complete description of the PLOT
command and the switches you can use with the
PLOT command.

PInvalid position in entry vector

Explanation: You typed the name of a file or used the R or
RUN commands with the name of a file. These
commands look for a file with an .EXE file type
unless you type a file specification that
contains another file. type.

The error occurred because the file that was
loaded into memory, and that the system tried to
start, was not in an .EXE format. This can
happen if an .EXE file is corrupted, or if for
some reason the file in memory is not an .EXE
file.

Action: If you typed a file specification that was not
of an .EXE type, retype the command line with
the name of an .EXE file.

If you typed the name of an .EXE file in the
command line, the file has either been
corrupted, or has simply named as an .EXE file
when in fact it is not one. Use the LOAD and
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SAVE commands to obtain a new copy of the .EXE
file. If you do not have a copy of the .REL
file, you first need to use the COMPILE command
to obtain a .REL file.

If you do not have access to the files you need,
contact your system operator or the owner of the
files

.

PInvalid PRINT command - monitor call message

Explanation: You typed a PRINT command and the EXEC failed to
understand the rest of the command line. The
monitor call message states the reason for the
failure

.

Action: Type a CTRL/H to see how much of the command
line the EXEC parsed successfully. Then type a

question mark (?) to see what you can type next.
If necessary, see the T0PS-2Q Commands Reference
Manual for a complete descr iption of the PRINT
command and the switches you can use with the
PRINT command.

PInvalid process handle

Explanation: You used the FORK command to access a process,
and you used a number to identify the process
you want. No process with that process handle
exists.

Action: Use the INFORMATION PROGRAM-STATUS to see the
processes that exist in your job. To select one
of those processes, use the FORK command and the
needed process handle. Then use the CONTINUE
command to continue execution of that process.

To start a process that does not exist and keep
the processes that do exist, type PUSH to obtain
a new process, then run the program of your
choice

.

To start a new process in place of the existing
processes, use the RUN command to run the
program of your choice.

PInvalid PUNCH CARDS command - File not found

Explanation: You typed a PUNCH CARDS command and an invalid
file specification.
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Action:

? Invalid PUNCH CARDS

Explanation:

Action:

? Invalid PUNCH PAPER-

Explanation:

Action:

Use the INFORMATION JOB-STATUS command to be
sure that your connected directory is the one
you expect, and the DIRECTORY command to find
the file.

If your connected directory is not the one you
expect, specify the directory (and file
structure name if it is different from that of
your connected directory) in the file
specification. Or you can use the CONNECT
command to connect to the directory where the
file in question resides, and then retype the
PUNCH command.

If you cannot find the file with the DIRECTORY
command, you will need to obtain another copy of
that file. Ask your system operator if a

back-up copy of the file exists on magnetic
tape. If a copy of the file exists, have the
operator copy it into your directory, then
retype the PUNCH command.

command - monitor call message

You typed a PUNCH CARDS command, but the EXEC
did not recognize the rest of the command line.
The monitor call message gives the reason of the
failure

.

Type a CTRL/H to see how much of the command was
successfully parsed by the EXEC. Then type a
question mark (?) to see what to type next. If
necessary, see the T0PS-2Q Commands Reference
Manual for a complete description of the PUNCH
command and the switches that can be used with
the PUNCH command.

TAPE command - monitor call message

You typed a PUNCH PAPER-TAPE command and the
EXEC failed to understand the rest of the
command line. The monitor call message states
the reason for the failure.

Type a CTRL/H to see how much of the command
line the EXEC parsed successfully. Then type a
question mark (?) to see what you can type next.
If necessary, see the T0PS-2Q Commands Reference
Manual for a complete description of the PRINT
command and the switches you can use with the
PRINT command.
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PInvalid selection for PUNCH - Does not match switch or keyword

Explanation: You used the PUNCH command to write a file to
paper tape or Hollerith cards, but you did not
correctly specify which medium you want, cards
or paper tape. The EXEC did not recognize what
it is you want punched.

Action

:

You must specify PAPER-TAPE or CARDS when you
use the PUNCH command. Retype the command with
the appropriate argument. See the TOPS-20
Commands Reference Manual for the syntax of the
PUNCH command .

PInvalid SET DEFAULT CARDS command - Ambiguous

Explanation

:

You typed the SET DEFAULTS CARDS command and
included as an argument the abbreviation for a
switch. The abbreviation was too short to allow
the EXEC to distinguish between two or more
switches

.

Action

:

Retype the command, and use enough letters of
the switch name for the abbreviation to be
unique

.

PInvalid SET DEFAULTS CARDS command - Not a switch - Does not begin
with slash

Explanation

:

You typed the SET DEFAULTS CARDS command
followed by a field that did not start with a
slash (/) . This command requires switches as
arguments, and a TOPS-20 switch must begin with
a slash.

Action

:

Retype the command, and include a slash before
each switch.

PInvalid simultaneous access

Explanation

:

A command you typed caused the EXEC to try to
open a file that another process had already
opened in frozen mode. This mode means that the
first process to open the file can write to the
file. No other process can open the file for
writing until the first process closes the file.
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Action: Your current process must wait for the file to
be closed by the process that opened it in
frozen mode. Only then can your current process
open the file for writing. Your process can,
however , open the file for reading even though
another process has opened the file in frozen
mode

.

Monitor call: OPENF

PInvalid SINCE subcommand - Does not match switch or keyword

Explanation: You typed a DIRECTORY command and the SINCE
subcommand. The EXEC did not understand the
argument you typed after the SINCE subcommand.

Action: Retype the subcommand line using a date in an
acceptable format. See the TOPS-20 Commands
Reference Manual for a description of acceptable
date formats.

To execute the DIRECTORY command and the
subcommands already entered successfully , type a
carriage return.

Monitor Call: COMND

PInvalid SINCE subcommand - First nonspace character is not a digit

Explanation: You typed a DIRECTORY command, a SINCE
subcommand, a date, a plus sign (+) , and some
other characters. The EXEC expected a number
(of hours) to follow the plus sign (+) . You
typed a nonnumeric character after the plus sign
( + ) .

Action: Retype the SINCE subcommand and the arguments as
before, but type a number after the plus sign
( + ).

Monitor Call: NIN

Pinvalid SINCE subcommand - Invalid date format

Explanation: You typed a DIRECTORY command and the SINCE
subcommand. The date you typed, however, was
not in a format the system recognized. Your
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DIRECTORY command is not canceled; it is
waiting for another subcommand or a carriage
return.

Action: Retype the SINCE subcommand with a date in an
acceptable format. See the TOPS-20 Commands
Reference Manual for a description of acceptable
date formats

.

To execute the DIRECTORY command and the
subcommands already entered successfully , type a
carriage return.

Monitor Call: IDTIM

PInvalid SINCE subcommand - monitor call message

You typed a DIRECTORY command and the SINCE
subcommand. The EXEC could not understand the
arguments you gave with the SINCE subcommand.
The monitor call message gives the reason for
the failure.

Your subcommand is not executed, but the
DIRECTORY command is not canceled.

Because your DIRECTORY command is not canceled,
you can enter another subcommand or execute the
DIRECTORY command by typing a carriage return.

Retype the subcommand with correct arguments.
If necessary, see the TOPS-20 Commands Reference
Manual - for the kinds ancl formats of arguments
acceptable for use with the SINCE subcommand.

To execute the DIRECTORY and all subcommands
already entered, type a carriage return.

Monitor Call: IDTIM

PInvalid SINCE command - Overflow (number is larger than 2**35)

Explanation: You typed a DIRECTORY command, a SINCE
subcommand, a date, and a number of hours to add
to that date. The number is larger than 2**35,
the largest word that can be stored in a single
36-bit word of memory.

Explanation:

Action:
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Action: Retype the SINCE subcommand with a smaller
argument or with a different date.

To execute the DIRECTORY command and all
subcommands entered successfully, type a
carriage return.

Monitor Call: NIN

?Invalid SMALLER subcommand - First nonspace character is not a digit

Explanation: You typed a DIRECTORY command, a SMALLER
subcommand, and a string of characters that
began with a nonnumeric character. The system
did not recognize the string as a number.

Action: Retype the subcommand and *a number that
represents the length in disk pages of the
largest file you want the DIRECTORY command to
find

.

To execute the DIRECTORY command and all
subcommands already entered, type a carriage
return.

Monitor Call: NIN

?Invalid SMALLER subcommand - monitor call message

Explanation: You typed a DIRECTORY command and a SMALLER
subcommand, but the system did not recognize
what came after the subcommand as a valid file
size

.

Action: Retype the subcommand and a number that
represents the length in disk pages of the
largest file you want the DIRECTORY command to
find

.

To execute the DIRECTORY command and all
subcommands already entered, type a carriage
return.

Monitor Call: NIN
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?Invalid SMALLER subcommand - Overflow (number is larger than 2**35)

Explanation: You typed a DIRECTORY command , a SMALLER
subcommand, and a number that is larger than
2**35, the largest number that can be stored in
a 36-bit word of memory. TOPS-20 cannot store a
number larger than 34,359,738,367 (decimal,
111111 ,, 777777 octal) in one word of memory, and
so cannot read such a number as an argument to
the SMALLER subcommand.

Action: Retype the subcommand and a number that
represents the length in disk pages of the
largest file you want the DIRECTORY command to
find.

To execute the DIRECTORY command and all
subcommands already entered, type a carriage
return.

Monitor Call: NIN

?Invalid SUBMIT command - Filename was not specified

Explanation: You typed a SUBMIT command, a file
specification, a /BEGIN: switch, and a line
number on which to begin processing. You
followed the line number by period. The /BEGIN:
switch requires an integer decimal number as an
argument, so the EXEC understood the period to
be part of a file specification.

Action: Retype the command line, but do not follow the
number with a period.

Monitor call; COMND

PInvalid SUBMIT command - Generation number must be numeric.

Explanation: You used the SUBMIT command with a file
specification that included nonnumeric
characters in the generation field. If you
specify the generation of a file in a file
specification, that generation must be a number.

Action: Retype the command and a correct file
specification.
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?Invalid SUBMIT command - monitor call message

Explanation: You typed a SUBMIT command and the EXEC failed
to understand the rest of the command line. The
monitor call message states the reason for the
failure

.

Action: Type a CTRL/H to see how much of the command
line the EXEC parsed successfully. Then type a
question mark (?) to see what you can type next.
If necessary, see the TQPS-20 Commands Reference
Manual for a complete description of the PRINT
command and the switches you can use with the
PRINT command.

PInvalid SUBMIT command - Not a switch - does not begin with slash

Explanation: You typed a SUBMIT command and a valid switch

,

but you did not type a file specification.

Action: Type a CTRL/H to see how much of the command
line the EXEC accepted without error. Then type
a file specification.

Monitor call: COMND

PInvalid SYSTAT argument - Does not match switch or keyword

Explanation: The argument you used with the SYSTAT command is
not valid. If it was a user name, that user
does not have an account on your system.

Action: Type CTRL/H to see how much of the command line
was successfully parsed by the EXEC before the
offending argument was read. Then type a
question mark to see what arguments are legal
for use with the SYSTAT command.

If you think that your system should have an
account for the user name you typed, but it does
not, contact your system manager or the user
whose name you typed.

PInvalid SYSTAT argument - monitor call message

Explanation: The user name or job number you typed as an
argument to the SYSTAT command is invalid. The
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monitor call message gives the reason for the
failure

.

Action: Type CTRL/H to see how much of the command line
was successfully parsed by the EXEC before the
offending argument was read. Then type a

question mark to see what arguments are legal
for use with the SYSTAT command.

If your system should have an account for the
user name you typed but does not, contact your
system manager or the user whose name you typed.

PInvalid terminal page length

Explanation: You typed a TERMINAL PAGE n command, but n, the
length of the page, was not a legal value.
Legal values for the length of a terminal page
include any number between zero and 255,
inclusive

.

Action: Retype the command line with a legal value for
the length of the terminal page.

To eliminate the pause in output to your
terminal at the end of each page, use the
TERMINAL NO PAGE command.

PInvalid use of wildcard characters

Explanation: Commands that manipulate files require valid
file specifications as arguments. If you use an
asterisk (*) as a wildcard for a field, no other
character can appear in that field. In some
fields of a file specification, such as the file
structure field, you cannot use a wildcard
character

.

Action: See the TOPS-20 User 1 s Guide for a description
of file specifications

.

To see what file structures exist on your
system, use the INFORMATION STRUCTURE * command.

To see what directories exist on your system,
use the INFORMATION DIRECTORY DEV:<*> command,
where DEV: is the name of a file structure.
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?Invalid value for /BATCH-LOG switch - monitor call message

Explanation: You typed a SUBMIT command and the /BATCH-LOG:
switch. The EXEC did not recognize what you
typed as an argument to the switch. The command
is not executed.

Action: Retype the command line. Type a question mark
(?) after the colon at the end of the switch.
The EXEC displays the choices you have. If
necessary, see the TOPS-20 Commands Reference
Manual for a complete description of the command
and the /BATCH-LOG: switch.

?Invalid value for /OUTPUT switch - monitor call message

Explanation: You typed a SUBMIT or a MODIFY command and the
/OUTPUT: switch. The EXEC did not recognize
what you typed as an argument to the switch.
The monitor call message states the reason for
the failure.

Action: Retype the command line, but type a question
mark after the colon at the end of the /OUTPUT:
switch. The EXEC displays your choices. Choose
an argument and finish typing the command line.

?Invalid wildcard designator

Explanation: You typed a command line that contains a file
specification, and the file specification
contains a percent (%) or an asterisk (*)

,

which
are a TOPS-20 wildcard characters. Using these
characters in this context is illegal unless
they are preceded by a CTRL/V, the TOPS-20 quote
character

.

Action: Retype the command line. To include a percent
(%) or an asterisk (*) in the file
specification, precede that character with a
CTRL/V.

To see what file structure a file is on, use the
DIRECTORY command for each file structure you
want to examine.
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?I0 error at xxxxxx

,

r yyyyyy

Explanation: You typed an INFORMATION , START , or REENTER
command. The program in memory caused a
software interrupt on channel 11, indicating
that an input or output operation performed by
the program caused an error in the transmission
of data. The program contains no code to
process the interrupt. Your program cannot be
restarted. The 36-bit value, xxxxxx , ,yyyyyy , is
the content of the program counter (PC)

.

This message occurs when the program initiates a
software interrupt on channel 11 with the IIC
monitor call, but does not also do all of the
following: enable the software interrupt system
with the EIR monitor call; set the software
interrupt table addresses with the SIR monitor
call; and place an interrupt vector word in the
interrupt table for channel 11.

Action: Add code to your program that can process
software interrupts. If the program is not
yours, contact the owner of the program or your
system manager.

Monitor call: RFSTS

[ JFN has just been released]

Explanation: You typed an INFORMATION FILE-STATUS command.
This message indicates that the file named to
the left of this message has been closed and its
JFN released.

Action: No action is needed.

Monitor Call: RFBSZ

?JFN not assigned

Explanation: You used the CLOSE command to close a file and
release the JFN for that file, but the JFN you
used as an argument to the CLOSE command was not
assigned to a file.

Action: Since the JFN is not assigned, no files were
closed and no JFN's were released by your
command. To see what JFN's are assigned to your
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job, and what the states of those JFN's are, use
the INFORMATION (ABOUT) FILE-STATUS command.

?JFN not in use

Explanation: You typed the CLOSE command, or another command
that requires a job file number (JFN) as an
argument, and the JFN of a file. But the JFN
you typed is not a JFN that your job has
assigned.

Action: Use the INFORMATION FILE-STATUS command to see
what JFN's your job has assigned. Then retype
the command line with the correct JFN.

?Job # must be between 0 and n

Explanation: You used the ATTACH command with a user name
argument and a job number argument. The job
number, however, was out of range.

Action: Use the SYSTAT command to see what jobs are
logged in under the user name in which you are
interested. Then retype the ATTACH command with
the user name and the correct job number.

?Job # required - USER has more than one attached job

Explanation: You typed the UNATTACH command and the name of a
user. That user, however, has more than one
attached job logged in, so the command is
ambiguous

.

Action: Retype the command, including the number of the
job you want to be detached. If you want all
jobs logged in under that user to be detached,
use an asterisk (*) in place of the job number.

?Job # required - USER has more than one detached job

Explanation: You used the ATTACH command with a user name
argument but no job number argument, and the
user has more than one job detached. The EXEC
makes no attempt to interpret this ambiguity.
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Action

:

Use the SYSTAT command to see the number of the
detached job to which you want to attach. Then
retype the ATTACH command with the user name and
the correct job number.

?Job # required - USER has more than one other attached job

Explanation

:

You typed the UNATTACH command and the name of a
user. That user, however, has more than one
other attached job logged in, which makes the
command ambiguous.

Action

:

To make the EXEC detach a specific job logged in
under that user name, retype the command and the
user name, and follow the user name with the
number of the job you want to detach. To detach
all jobs logged in under that user name, retype
the command and the user name, but use an
asterisk (*) in place of the job number.

?Job n not logged in under USER

Explanation: You used the ATTACH command with a user name and
a job number, but the job you referenced with
the job number was not logged in under the user
you named in the command string.

Action

:

Use the SYSTAT command to see the numbers of the
jobs that exist on the system, and to see the
names of the users who started those jobs. Then
retype the ATTACH command with the correct
arguments

.

?
n JOB" , "SYSTEM ”

,

"ALL" , or specific logical name required -

does not match switch or keyword

Explanation

:

You typed an INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES command
with a bad argument. This command requires as
an argument one of the following: the word
"JOB" to list the logical names defined
job-wide; the word "SYSTEM" to list the logical
names defined system-wide? the word "ALL" to
list logical names defined both system-wide and
job-wide; or the name of a defined logical
name. The monitor call message states the
reason for the failure.
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Action: Retype the command with an acceptable argument.
A logical name must be followed by a colon.

Monitor Call: COMND

?" JOB" , "SYSTEM" , "ALL" , or specific logical name required -

monitor call message

Explanation: You used the INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES command
and an argument to that command. The argument
was not recognized by the EXEC as a defined
logical name because you failed to terminate the
logical name with a colon.

Action: Retype the command line f and terminate the
logical name with a colon. To see the logical
names defined by your job, use the INFORMATION
LOGICAL-NAMES JOB command. To see those defined
system-wide, use the INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES
SYSTEM command.

7JSYS or 0U0 trap at xxxxxx, ,yyyyyy

Explanation: You typed a START or REENTER command, and the
program in memory caused a software interrupt.
This interrupt occurred because the program
tried to execute an illegal monitor call (JSYS)
or unimplemented user operation (UUO) . This
error usually indicates that a logic error
exists in the program.

Action: If the program is yours, you must analyze the
logic of the program and correct it. Otherwise,
contact the owner of the program.

If this is a system program, contact your system
operator

.

7LIMIT out of range

Explanation: You typed a queue-class command, sucha as PRINT
or SUBMIT, and used the /LIMIT: switch. The
limit you typed, however, is too large. The
maximum limit you can set is 91236 (262143
octal)

.
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Action: Retype the command line, but make the limit
smaller. If necessary, see the TOPS-20 Commands
Reference Manual for a complete description of
the command you used and of the /LIMIT: switch.

?Load point reached before end of backspace request

Explanation: You typed a BACKSPACE command and a number of
records over which to backspace the magnetic
tape. Before that number of records was passed,
the EXEC found that the magnetic tape drive
rewound the tape to the beginning of the tape.
The load point of a tape is that point on the
tape to which a magnetic tape drive advances the
tape when the LOAD button is pressed.

Your BACKSPACE command stops executing when the
beginning of the tape is reached.

ACTION: You can continue to process the tape.

?LOGGING IN ON LOCAL TERMINALS IS CURRENTLY NOT ALLOWED

Explanation: You cannot log in. The operator has used the
SET NO LOGINS-ALLOWED command, or the system has
crashed and is restarting.

Action: Wait a few minutes and try again.

Sometimes it is necessary for the system
operator to prevent users from logging in.
Contact your system operator to find out how
long you must wait.

%Logical name DEV: was not defined

Explanation: You typed a DEFINE command, the logical name
DEV:, and then a carriage return. This gives
the logical name the system-wide logical name
or, if no system-wide definition exists for this
name, no definition. The message indicates that
your job did not have this logical name defined.

Action: No action is needed. Use the INFORMATION
LOGICAL-NAMES DEV: command to see the
system-wide definition of logical name DEV:.
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?LOGIN please

Explanation

:

Action

:

?MAP or SAVE switch

Explanation

:

Action

:

PMemory address not

Explanation

:

Action:

?Mount request MTA:

Explanation

:

You typed a command, but are not logged in. The
only commands that TOPS-20 recognizes from jobs
that are not logged in are the SYSTAT, LOGIN,
ATTACH, INFORMATION, TERMINAL, UNATTACH, and
DAYTIME commands. To use any other command, you
must first log in.

Use the LOGIN command to log in, or use the
ATTACH command to attach your terminal to a job
that already exists. Then repeat the command
that failed.

seen twice

You typed a COMPILE command and a /SAVE or /MAP
switch, but no file specification. If you do
not specify a file specification with a

compile-class command, the command uses the file
specification and switches you specified with
the last compile-class command you typed. You
included a /MAP or /SAVE switch with earlier
compile-class command, so the last command did
not require the switch.

Retype the command without the /MAP or /SAVE
switch

.

between 0 and 37,, 777777

In using the EXAMINE or DEPOSIT commands, you
specified an address as an argument, and that
address is not within your address space. The
lowest address in your address space is 0, the
highest address in your address space is

37 ,, 777777 . Any address you specify must lie
between these two.

Retype the command with an address that is in
the legal range. If necessary, use the
INFORMATION MEMORY-USAGE command to see what
pages of memory are in use.

failed - mount refused by operator

The system operator canceled the MOUNT TAPE
request you typed.
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Action: Contact your system operator to find out why the
mount request was refused. To use a magnetic
tape drive, you must successfully mount the tape
drive

.

PMount request MTA: failed - mount refused by operator
Reason given by operator: operator message

Explanation: The system operator canceled the MOUNT TAPE
request you typed. The operator message states
the reason for the cancellation.

Action: To use a magnetic tape drive, you must
successfully mount the tape drive. If you can,
try to correct the problem that caused the
operator to cancel the mount request.

For example, if you request the operator mount a

magnetic tape without a write-ring inserted, and
then type a MOUNT TAPE/WRITE-ENABLED command,
your operator cancels your request. You must
request the tape be mounted with a write-ring
inserted, then retype the MOUNT
TAPE/WRITE-ENABLED command.

If necessary, contact your system operator for
more information.

%Memory map too fragmented for internal buffer - partial map being
displayed

Explanation: You typed the INFORMATION MEMORY-USAGE command.
The number of pages and groups of pages mapped
into memory are too many for the EXEC buffer to
hold. The EXEC displays as much data as
possible

.

Action: No action is needed.

?Must have filespec

Explanation: You typed an EDIT command and a vaild switch,
but no file specification. The logical name
EDITOR: is defined to be SYS : EDIT. EXE . To edit
a file, you must name that file in the EDIT
command line.

Action: Retype the command line with a file
specification.
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?Name too long or contains invalid characters

Explanation: Many TOPS-20 commands produce this message when
an argument to the command contains more than
six characters, or contains characters that are
illegal for that field. A typing error is the
most common cause of this message.

Characters that are illegal in many fields are
the following:

@ (at sign) [

, (comma) ]

# (pound sign) <

$ (dollar sign) "

(caret)
I

(bar) %

& (ampersand) *

~ (tilde) _
= (equal sign) )

/ (slash) >

\ (backslash) {

: (colon) }

(open square bracket)
(close square bracket)
(open angle bracket)
(quotation mark)
(apostrophe)
(percent sign)
(asterisk)
(underscore)
(close parenthesis)
(close angle bracket)
(open bracket)
(close bracket)

all control characters except CTRL/C

Many of these characters can still be used,
however, it they are preceeded by a CTRL/V. If
you want to use these characters in an argument
to a TOPS-20 command, quote them by preceding
them with CTRL/V, the TOPS-20 quote character.

[New]

Explanation: The system created a new page of virtual memory
in your address space as a result of a DEPOSIT
command. This happens whenever you use, as an
address argument to the DEPOSIT command, an
address that is not contained in any existing
page of memory.

Or this message means that the directory you
named in a BUILD command is being created.

Action: The page created by such a DEPOSIT command is a

private page, and you have Read, Write, and
Execute access to the page. If you want access
of this page to be different, use the SET
PAGE-ACCESS command to change it.
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[New Message-of-the--day Available]

Explanation: Someone with operator or wheel privileges has
sent mail to everyone on the system. Mail of
this sort usually concerns the entire community
of system users.

Action: Use the RDMAIL program to read the new system
mail

.

%No ARPANET

Explanation

:

You typed the INFORMATION ARPANET STATUS
command. This message indicates that the
monitor running on your system does not include
ARPANET.

Action: No action is needed.

?No attached jobs logged in under USER

Explanation: You typed the UNATTACH command and a user name.
The user, however , has no attached jobs logged
in, so no jobs can be affected by the UNATTACH
command

.

Action: No action is necessary.

%No files found for retrieving

Explanation

:

You typed the RETRIEVE command and a file
specification that perhaps included wildcards.
No files matched the file specification you
typed

.

Action

:

Use the DIRECTORY command with wildcards and the
ARCHIVE subcommand to see what files have been
archived. Retype the file with the name of an
archived file.

This message could indicate corruption of the
data in the file descriptor blocks of the files
you named in the RETRIEVE command line. If you
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think this is the case, ask your system operator
to restore a back-up copy of the file from tape.

Monitor Call: GTFDB

?No devices available to this job

Explanation: You typed an INFORMATION AVAILABLE DEVICES
command. This message indicates that your job
cannot assign any devices because none are
available

.

Action: Contact your system operator to see when the
device you need will be on line and available
for your use.

?No DISK available. Please check the DISK you have requested.

Explanation: You typed the EDIT command, an input file
specification (the name of the file you want to

edit) , and an output file specification (the
name of the file to which you want the changed
data to be written) . The output file
specification contained the name of a device
that is not a disk drive.

Action: Use the INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES JOB command to
see how the device name you used in the file
specification is defined. If necessary,
redefine the logical name to be the disk drive
you want to use, then retype the original
command line.

To see what disk drives and file structures are
availible , use the INFORMATION STRUCTURE *

command.

?No files match this specification

Explanation: You used the COPY command with a file
specification that contained an asterisk (*) in
the directory field and no file name or
extension.

Action: Retype the command using a file specification
that includes a file name and extension. If
necessary, you can use wildcards for either or
both the file name and the extension.
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?No files match this specification - FILESPEC

Explanation: You typed a command and a file specification,
but the file specification did not match any
existing file.

Action: If you used a logical name in the file
specification, use the INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES
ALL command check that the logical name is
defined as .you expect it to be.

If you are not sure on what file structure or in
what directory to find the file, use the
DIRECTORY command with a wildcard in the
directory field. Do not use a wildcard in the
file structure field. Use a separate DIRECTORY
command for each file structure you want to
check

.

?No help available

Explanation: You typed the HELP command and the name of a
subject on which you need information. The
system has no help available on that subject.

Action: See the TOPS-20 manuals for documentation of the
subject you named in the command line.

?No higher command level

Explanation: You typed the POP command, but there was no
superior process for the EXEC to execute.

Action: Use the INFORMATION PROGRAM-STATUS command to
see what program was last executed by the
current process. Use the CONTINUE command to
restart that program, if needed.

?No JFNS available - Close some files first

Explanation: You typed a file-manipulation command, such as
EDIT, APPEND, COPY, or TYPE, that caused vthe
EXEC to attempt to assign a JFN (job file
number) to a file. No JFN's are available to
your job, so the command does not execute.

Many circumstances can cause this error.
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Action: Use the CLOSE command and the JFN of the file
you want to close, or an asterisk (*) to close
all unmapped files opened by your job. Then
retype the original command line.

Monitor call: GTJFN

?No job n

Explanation: You typed the ATTACH command with the name of a
user and the number of a job. The job so
numbered does not exist.

Action: Use the SYSTAT command to see the jobs that
exist on the system. Then retype the ATTACH
command with the correct job number.

No job on terminal.
PRefused

Explanation: You typed the ADVISE command and the number of a
terminal. The terminal, however, was not
attached to a job.

Action: To see what terminals are connected to jobs, use
the SYSTAT command.

?No jobs logged in under USER

Explanation: You typed the ATTACH command and a user name.
The user, however, has no jobs logged in. It is
not possible to attach to a job that is not
logged in.

Action: Use the DETACH command to detach your current
job; then use the LOGIN command to start a new
job under the new user name.

?No other attached jobs logged in under USER

Explanation: You typed the UNATTACH command with the name of
the user who logged in your current job. The
user who logged in your job, however, has no
other attached jobs logged in under that user
name

.
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Action: No action is necessary.

?No other jobs logged in under USER

Explanation: You typed the ATTACH command and the name of the
user who logged in your current job. No other
jobs are logged in under this user name.

Action: To start another job under this user name, use
the DETACH command to detach from your current
job; then use the LOGIN command to start a new
job under this user name.

[No pages freed]

Explanation: This message indicates that the last EXPUNGE
command executed by the EXEC did not free any
pages. This indicates that no deleted pages
existed in the connected directory (or the
directory named in the EXPUNGE command line)

.

Action: No action is needed unless you need to free some
pages. If so, you must delete and expunge some
files from the directory.

No program

Explanation: You typed the INFORMATION (ABOUT) ADDRESS-BREAK
command, but you have no program loaded into
memory. Because no error has occurred, this
message is not preceded by a question mark (?)

.

Action: You must load a program into memory with the
GET, LOAD, or EXECUTE commands before setting
any address-breaks or getting any information
about address-breaks

.

?No program

Explanation: You typed the CONTINUE, START, or EXAMINE
commands, but there is no program in your
address space.

Action: You must type the name of the program you want
to run, or use the R or RUN command with the
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program name as an argument. If you used the
EXAMINE command, you must first use the GET
command to bring the program into memory.

?No REENTER address

Explanation: You typed a REENTER command. The program in
memory, however, has no reentry address in its
entry vector. This program cannot be restarted
with the REENTER command.

Action: Use the CONTINUE command to restart the program
where its execution stopped.

Monitor call: GEVEC

%No saved filespec

Explanation: You typed an EDIT command. This message means
that the editor starts, but you will have to use
an editor command to load a text file into the
editor.

Action: See the T0PS-2Q TV Editor Manual for a

description of TV commands.

%No saved filespec

?You must type an input file specification.

Explanation: You typed the EDIT command but no file
specification. The logical name EDITOR: is
defined -to be SYS:EDIT.EXE. To run the EDIT
program you must type the EDIT command and a

file specification.

Action: Retype the command line with the name of the
file you want to edit.

?No START address

Explanation: You used the EXECUTE, LOAD, or START commands
with the name of a program that does not have a

starting address. If you try to execute a file
that contains only subroutines to be called by
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another program, for example, the linker will
not find a starting address for that file, and
you get this message.

Action: If this is your program, check to see that you
have an appropriate START label in your source
code; and make sure that you are linking all
modules of this program.

If this is not your program, contact your system
operator or the owner of the program.

?No such device

Explanation: You can generate this message in two ways. If
you use the ACCESS command with no argument or
with an invalid argument, you get this message.
Or, if you give any command that requires a file
specification as an argument, an invalid device
field in the file specification generates this
message. The device name need not be wrong;
you also get this message if the device exists
but is off-line.

Action: Check the spelling of the name of the device you
want

.

If the spelling is correct, use the INFORMATION
AVAILABLE DEVICES command to be sure that the
device you want is on line. If it is not, use
the MOUNT command and try again when the device
is mounted.

If the device is mounted, use the INFORMATION
LOGICAL-NAMES ALL command to be sure that the
name of the device you want is defined the way
you expect it to be.

If your logical name is correctly defined, type
your command again.

Monitor call: STDEV

?No such directory

Explanation: You used the CONNECT command or a
file-manipulation command, such as TYPE or COPY,
and the directory name you specified as an
argument to the command does not exist.
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Action: Use the INFORMATION DIRECTORY DEV:<*> command to
see the names of all directories that exist on
file structure DEV:. If the name of the
directory you want is not listed, contact the
owner of the directory you want, or your system
operator

.

Monitor Call: RCDIR

?No such directory - DSK:<USER>

Explanation: You typed a command and the name of a directory.
The EXEC found the directory name that you typed
to be invalid.

Action: Check the spelling of the directory name. If it
is correct, use the INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES
ALL command to see the definitions of the
logical names in use by your job and
system-wide. A conflict between a job-wide
definition and a system-wide definition can
cause this error.

To see the names of all the directories on file
structure DEV:, use the INFORMATION DIRECTORY
(DIRECTORY NAME) DEV:<*> with the NAME-ONLY
subcommand.

You can also use the wildcard (*) character for
only part of the directory name. If, for
example, you are not sure if the directory you
want is DEV:<SMITH> or DEV : <SMYTHE> , you can use
the INFORMATION DIRECTORY DEV:<SM*TH*> command
to obtain information about either directory.

?No such directory name

Explanation: You typed a command and the name of a directory.
Either the directory does not exist, or the
directory name contains an illegal character,
such as a comma. Failing to follow the
directory name with a right angle bracket (>) or
a right square bracket (]) can also cause this
error

.

Action: Retype the command. Be sure to spell and
punctuate the directory name correctly.

If you are sure that the you spelled and
punctuated the directory name correctly and you
still get this error, contact your system
operator

.

92



TOPS-20 EXEC Message Manual

%No such directory name - FILESPEC

Explanation: You typed a file-manipulation command or a
DIRECTORY command. and a file specification.
The name of the directory you typed does not
exist, is not punctuated correctly, or is not
followed by a right angle bracket (>) or right
square bracket ( ] )

.

Action: Retype the command. Be sure to spell and
punctuate the directory name correctly.

If you are sure that the you spelled and
punctuated the directory name correctly and you
still get this error, contact your system
operator

.

?No such file type

Explanation: You used a file-manipulation command, such as
COPY or TYPE, with a file specification that was
only partly valid. The file name is correct,
but the file type is wrong.

Action: Use the DIRECTORY command with the name of the
file you want and a wildcard (an asterisk) for
the file type. This command lists all files in
your connected directory that have the name you
want, regardless of the file type.

?No such process

Explanation: You typed a FORK command and the number of a
process that does not exist. Your current
process has not changed.

Action: Use the INFORMATION PROGRAM-STATUS to see the
processes that exist in your job. Then retype
the FORK command and the number of a process
that exists.

?No such page

Explanation: You typed the EXAMINE command and an argument,
an address to examine. The address, however, is
one that is in an unused page of your address
space

.
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Action

:

?No such user

Explanation

:

Action

:

Monitor Call:

% No symbol table

Explanation:

Action

:

PNonexistent terminal

Explanation

:

Action:

Type the INFORMATION MEMORY-USAGE command to see
what pages are in use in your address space. To
use the address you tried to examine, use the
DEPOSIT command to place a value in that
address. The system will create the page
containing that address, and you can then
examine any location in that new page.

You typed the name of a user as an argument to a

command that requires such an argument, but the
name of the user was not valid, which means the
user has no account on the system.

Check the spelling of the name. If it was
wrong, correct it and try the command again.

If you spelled the name correctly, contact your
system operator to obtain information on the
user's account name.

RCUSR

You typed the GET command and the name of a file
to load into memory. The EXEC loaded the
program in the file into memory, but did not
find any symbol table for the file. You can run
DDT with this file in memory, but DDT will not
know any symbol definitions for the program.

No action is needed.

number

You typed the TALK command and the number of a

terminal. The number you typed, however, is
larger than the number of terminals that your
system supports.

Retype the command with a smaller number, or the
name of a user. Use the SYSTAT command to see
what terminal lines are active and what users
are logged in.
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?DEV: Not assigned

Explanation: You used the name of an unassigned input/output
device as an argument to the DEASSIGN command.

Action: Check that you used the correct name with the
DEASSIGN command. If you did, the device is not
assigned, and no action is needed.

?DEV : Not assigned to you

Explanation: You typed a DEASSIGN command and the name of a
device. You cannot change the assignment of the
device, however, because it is not assigned to
your job.

Action: Use the INFORMATION FILE-STATUS to see what
devices are assigned to your job.

?No t confirmed

Explanation: You typed a command that requires an argument,
and the argument you supplied was in the wrong
format or contains illegal characters.

A common error that causes this message is to
include an extra, unneeded character, such as a
backslash (\) or a bracket (}), at the end of a
'command line. A format error could be, for
example, a single comma instead of double commas
in an address. Characters that are illegal in
many arguments are the following:

@ (at sign) [

, (comma) ]

# (pound sign) <

$ (dollar sign) "

(caret)
I

(bar) %

& (ampersand) *

~ (tilde)
= (equal sign) )

/ (slash) >

\ (backslash) {

: (colon) }

(open square bracket)
(close square bracket)
(open angle bracket)
(quotation mark)
(apostrophe)
(percent sign)
(asterisk)
(underscore)
(close parenthesis)
(close angle bracket)
(open bracket)
(close bracket)

all control characters except CTRL/C

A noisy communications line between your
terminal and the computer can also cause extra
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characters to be added to the end of your
command line.

Action: Type a CTRL/H to see the part of the command
that the EXEC understood. To see what command,
subcommand, or argument you can use, type a

question mark (?) . Then complete the command
line

.

If necessary, see the T0PS-2Q Commands Reference
Manual for a complete descriptionofthe command
you typed.

If you get this message repeatedly and think a

noisy line is the cause, contact your system
operator or system manager.

%Not enough storage, incomplete data will be printed

Explanation: You typed an INFORMATION DECNET-NODES command.
The EXEC does not have enough free space in
memory for the names of the DECNET nodes that
are available. This message indicates that
there are DECNET nodes available, but that the
EXEC cannot display all of their names at your
terminal

.

Action: If you do not see the name of the DECNET node
with which you want to communicate, try to
communicate with it. If that command fails, the
node is unavailable.

Monitor Call: NODE

?Null switch or keyword

Explanation: You used a command followed by a slash (/)

,

which indicates to the EXEC that a switch will
follow. You then typed a carriage return.

Action: Retype the command line. Include switches if

you like, but if you do not include a switch, do
not include a slash (/)

.

?Null device name given

Explanation: In using the DEFINE command or the MOUNT
STRUCTURE command, you failed to specify a
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Action:

logical name to define or the name of a file
structure to mount. The DEFINE and MOUNT
STRUCTURE commands require such a name , which
must end in a colon.

See the TOPS-20 Commands Reference Manual for a
complete description of the DEFINE and MOUNT
STRUCTURE commands

.

?Number of generations may not be 0

Explanation

:

You typed the DELETE command, the name of a
file, and the KEEP subcommand with an argument
of 0. The KEEP n subcommand caused the DELETE
command to delete all but the n latest
generations of the file. If n is zero, you get
this message.

Action

:

To delete all generations of a file, use the
EXPUNGE command with the name of the file you
want to expunge, but without the KEEP
subcommand

.

To keep one or more generations of the file,
retype the DELETE command, the file name, and
the KEEP subcommand with a nonzero argument.

FILESPEC [OK]

Explanation

:

The last file-manipulation command you typed
executed successfully on the file named in this
message

.

Action: No further action is needed.

?Only tapes or disks may be DISMOUNTed

Explanation

:

You typed a DISMOUNT command and the name of a
device to dismount. The device is not, however,
a disk drive or a magnetic tape drive.

Action

:

If you have assigned a device to your job with
an ASSIGN command, you must use the DEASSIGN
command end the assignment of the device to your
job.

Use the INFORMATION FILE-STATUS command to see
what devices are assigned to your job.
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%<DIR> Over permanent storage allocation by n pages

Explanation: The directory named in the message currently has
assigned n more pages of disk space than have
been allocated to that directory. This
allocation is made when the directory is built,
and can only be changed by an operator or system
manager

.

This message can be generated in at least two
ways. One way is by using the LOGOUT or CONNECT
commands, the other is by using the LOGIN
command after a system crash. In both cases,
your permanent disk storage page limit is

smaller than your working disk storage page
limit. You have assigned more disk pages to
files than are allowed for the directory named
in the message.

If you get this message after using the LOGOUT
or CONNECT commands, the command you typed will
execute, and no pages will be deleted. You will
also get this message again when you next use
the LOGIN command.

If the system crashes while you have more disk
pages assigned than are allowed for your
directory, you get this message the next time
you log in. No pages are deleted by the system.

Action: Delete unneeded files or generations of files
with the DELETE command, and use the EXPUNGE
command to free the disk pages that were
assigned to the files you deleted.

If you have no extra files to delete, move some
files to another directory or a subdirectory by
using the COPY command. Or use the DUMPER
program to copy some files to magnetic tape,
then use the DELETE and EXPUNGE commands to free
the disk pages that were assigned to the files
you have copied.

If you cannot move the files, you might need
more permanent or working disk storage pages.
Contact your system manager.

?DEV : <DIR> Over working storage allocation by n page(s).

Explanation: You typed the CONNECT command and the name of a

directory. The directory named in the message
has more disk pages allocated to files than the
maximum allowed for that directory. This
message usually indicates that you have many
deleted, unexpunged pages in your directory.
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Action: To expunge all deleted files in this directory,
type the EXPUNGE command.

If you still get this message after you expunge
your directory, copy some of your files to
another directory or subdirectory with the COPY
command. Then delete and expunge the original
copies of the files .

To see how many pages you can assign in this
directory, use the INFORMATION DISK-USAGE
command

.

?Overflow at xxxxxx , ,yyyyyy

Explanation: You typed an INFORMATION, START, or REENTER
command. The program in memory caused a
software interrupt on channel 6, indicating that
an arithmetic overflow condition exists. The
program contains no code to process the
interrupt. Your program cannot be restarted.
The 36-bit value, xxxxxx , ,yyyyyy , is the content
of the program counter (PC)

.

This message also occurs when the program
initiates a software interrupt on channel 6 with
the IIC monitor call, but does not also do all
of the following: enable the software interrupt
system with the EIR monitor call; set the
software interrupt table addresses with the SIR
monitor call; and place an interrupt vector
word into the interrupt table for channel 6.

Action: Add code to your program that can process
software interrupts. If the program is not
yours, contact the owner of the program or your
system manager.

Monitor call: RFSTS

POverflow ( number is greater than 2**35
)

Explanation

:

You used a command that takes a number as an
argument, such as the SET TIME-LIMIT command.
The argument you typed was larger than the
largest number that
TOPS-20 memory word,
number larger than
777777 , ,777777 octal)
memory.

can be stored in a 36-bit
TOPS-20 cannot store a

34,359,738,367 (decimal,
in one 36-bit word of
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Action: Retype the command with a smaller argument.

[Old]

Explanation: The directory you named in the BUILD command
already exists. This BUILD command will not
create a new directory, but will change the
characteristics of the existing directory.

Action: Use the LIST subcommand to see the current
characteristics of the directory.

[Pages after EOF will not be copied]

Explanation: You typed a COPY or an APPEND command. The
source file has pages assigned to it that come
after the EOF (end-of-file mark) . The FDB (file
descriptor block) of the file contains a count
of the number of bytes the file contains. This
count does not accurately reflect the number of
pages assigned to the file. The EXEC copies the
file from the beginning to the EOF.

Action: If you suspect that data exists in the pages
that follow the EOF, contact your system
operator. Or use the FFUFP and PMAP monitor
calls to copy the pages containing data.

If you do not need whatever data might exist
beyond the EOF, no action is needed.

[n pages freed]

Explanation: You typed an EXPUNGE command. This message
states the number of disk pages freed by the
command. The freed pages can now be used by the
system in any way it sees fit. Note that this
message appears whenever the execution of a

command, even a command typed by another user,
causes pages to be expunged from your directory.

It is possible that the number of pages freed
can be negative. This happens if, during the
execution of your EXPUNGE command, some other
process writes pages in your directory.

Action: To obtain a copy of a file that you deleted and
expunged, contact your system operator to have
the file restored from a back-up tape.
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?Primary input not closed

Explanation: You typed a CLOSE command, or a TAKE command and
the name of a file that contains a CLOSE
command. One of the files the EXEC attempted to
close has assigned to it JFN 100, the primary
input job file number for your job. It is
illegal for your job to close JFN 100 except
with a RESET, DETACH, or LOGOUT command.

This message only appears at your terminal if
you have used the GTJFN monitor call to assign
this specific JFN to a file other than your
terminal. You can only assign JFN 100 to a file
by setting the GJ%JFN bit for a GTJFN monitor
call, and supplying the JFN in word . GJJFN of
the GTJFN argument block.

Action: To close the file, type the RESET command. The
EXEC will then consider your terminal to be the
primary input device.

For a detailed description of the GTJFN monitor
call, see the TOPS-20 Monitor Calls Reference
Manual

?Primary output not closed

Explanation: You typed the CLOSE command, or the TAKE command
and the name of a file that contains a CLOSE
command. One of the files the EXEC attempted to
close has JFN 101 assigned to it. This JFN is
the primary output JFN for your job. It is
illegal for your job to close JFN 101 except
with a RESET, DETACH, or LOGOUT command.

This message only appears at your terminal if
you have used the GTJFN monitor call to assign
this specific JFN to a file other than your
terminal. You can only assign JFN 101 to a file
by setting the GJ%JFN bit for a GTJFN monitor
call, and supplying the JFN in word .GJJFN of
the GTJFN argument block.

Action: You cannot close this file unless you type a
RESET, LOGOUT, or DETACH command.

?Prior structure mount required

Explanation: You typed a file-manipulation command and a file
specification that includes the name of a file
structure that is not mounted.

101



TOPS-20 EXEC Message Manual

Action: Use the MOUNT STRUCTURE command to mount the
file structure you need, then retype the COPY or
APPEND command.

%Process disappeared

Explanation: You typed a command, such as GET, and the EXEC
started a process. Then an error occurred, and
the EXEC tried to kill the process it created.
The EXEC found that the process no longer
existed

.

Action: This error indicates a possible corruption of
the monitor data base. Retype the command. If
it fails a second time, contact your system
operator

.

Monitor call: KFORK

?Process handle must be between 1 and 777

Explanation: You typed a FORK command and an octal process
number. The process number was not between 1

and 777, and it must be.

Action: Use the INFORMATION PROGRAM-STATUS to see the
numbers of the processes that exist. Then
retype the FORK command and the number of the
process you need.

?Process has not been started

Explanation: You typed the CONTINUE command. There is a

program in memory, but it has not been started,
so it cannot be continued.

Action: To start the program, type START. To see what
# program is in memory, use the INFORMATION
MEMORY-USAGE command.

PProgram disappeared

Explanation: You typed a CONTINUE command to continue
execution of a program in memory. The EXEC
tried to obtain the status of the process in
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which that program ran. The EXEC found the
process handle to be unassigned, so no
information was obtained. The program in that
process cannot be restarted.

Action

:

Use the RUN command to load the program into
memory and start it, or use the GET and START
commands

.

Monitor call: RFSTS

PProgram disappeared out from under EXECi

Explanation

:

You typed a START, REENTER or CONTINUE command.
The EXEC attempted to get the status of the
current process, but found that the process
handle it used to obtain that status is not
assigned to any process. The reason the process
handle is not assigned is unknown.

Action

:

Use the RUN command to load the program into
memory and start it, or use the GET and START
commands

.

Monitor call: RFSTS

PProgram hasn't been run

Explanation

:

You typed a CONTINUE command, but the program in
memory has never been run. You cannot start
such a program with the CONTINUE command.

Action

:

Use the START command to begin executing the
program in memory.

PProcess termination interrupt at xxxxxx , ,yyyyyy

Explanation: You typed an INFORMATION, START, RUN, or REENTER
command. The program in memory caused a

software interrupt on channel 19, indicating
that your process received a termination
interrupt. A subordinate process has been
terminated or frozen. Execution of your program
cannot be resumed. The 36-bit value,
xxxxxx , ,yyyyyy, is the content of the program
counter (PC)

.
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This message occurs when your program initiates
a software interrupt on channel 19 with the IIC
monitor call, but does not also do all of the
following: enable the software interrupt system
with the EIR monitor call? set the software
interrupt table addresses with the SIR monitor
call? and place an interrupt vector word in the
interrupt table for channel 19.

This message indicates that the program contains
a logic error.

Action: If this is your program, investigate the cause
of the error in your program, and correct it.
If the program is not yours, contact the owner
of the program or your system manager.

Monitor call: RFSTS

?PUSH command terminated abnormally - Process status = xxxxxx , ,yyyyyy

,

PC = zzzzzz

Explanation: You typed the PUSH command, and the EXEC
encountered a problem in stopping your current
process. The status of your current process is
given by the word xxxxxx , ,yyyyyy . For an
explanation of this status, see the T0PS-2Q
Monitor Calls Reference Manual for a description
of the RFSTS monitor call. The program counter
(PC) value is that of the process that failed to
terminate properly.

Action

:

Type the
eliminate
properly.

RESET
the

command
process

to clear memory and
that did not terminate

If this error occurs frequently, tell your
system operator or system programmer.

Monitor Call: KFORK

PPushdown overflow at xxxxxx , ,yyyyyy

Explanation: You typed an INFORMATION, START, or REENTER
command. The program in memory caused a

software interrupt on channel 9, indicating that
a PUSH in the program caused a program stack to
overflow. The program contains no code to
process the interrupt. Your program cannot be
restarted. The 36-bit value, xxxxxx , ,yyyyyy , is
the content of the program counter (PC) .
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This message occurs when the program initiates a

software interrupt on channel 9 with the IIC
monitor call, but does not also do all of the
following: enable the software interrupt system
with the EIR monitor call; set the software
interrupt table addresses with the SIR monitor
call; and place an interrupt vector word in the
interrupt table for channel 9.

Action: Add code to your program to process software
interrupts. If the program is not yours,
contact the owner of the program or your system
manager

.

Monitor call: RFSTS

?Quota exceeded - Deleted files being expunged

Explanation: As the result of your use of a file-manipulation
command, you have assigned the maximum number of
pages allowed to your directory. The system
expunges all pages from your directory that
contain deleted files.

Action: No action is needed. If you find that you
exceed your disk quota often and feel you need
more disk space, contact your system manager.

PQuota exceeded or disk full

Explanation: You used a file-manipulation command that
increased the number of disk pages in use. This
increase caused the number of pages in use in
your connected directory to exceed the maximum
working pages allowed; or it increased the
total number of assigned pages on the file
structure to within 4000 pages of the limits of
the disk.

Action: To see which condition exists, use the
INFORMATION DISK-USAGE command. This will tell
you how many pages are free on the disk, and
what limits exist for your connected directory.
If you have files that are deleted but not
expunged, use the EXPUNGE command to free those
pages

.

If you exceed the limits of your directory
regularly, contact your system manager and have
your limits raised. If the disk fills up
regularly, have your system manager investigate
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the possibility of moving some users to another
disk, or of adding more disk space to your
system.

PQuota exceeded or disk full at xxxxxx ,, yyyyyy

Explanation: You typed an INFORMATION, START, or REENTER
command. The program in memory caused a

software interrupt on channel 12, indicating
that an output operation in the program caused
either the disk quota of your connected
directory to be exceeded, or the disk structure
to which you are connected to become full. The
program contains no code to process the
interrupt. The 36-bit value, xxxxxx ,, yyyyyy , is

the content of the program counter (PC)

.

If you are the author of the program that got
this error, note that this message occurs when
the program initiates a interrupt on channel 12
with the IIC monitor call, but does not also do
all of the following: enable the software
interrupt system with the EIR monitor call; set
the software interrupt table addresses with the
SIR monitor call; and place an interrupt vector
word in the interrupt table for channel 12.

Action: To restart your program, use the EXPUNGE command
to free disk pages assigned to deleted files.
Then use the CONTINUE command to restart your
program.

If this is your program, add code to your
program that can process this software
interrupt. If the program is not yours, contact
the owner of the program or your system manager.

Monitor call: RFSTS

?Read access required

Explanation: You typed a file-manipulation command, such as
TAKE or COPY, and the name of a file to which
you of not have access.

Action: Use the ACCESS command to access the directory
on which the file resides, or use the CONNECT
command to connect to that directory, then
retype the original command.

If you cannot access or connect to the
directory, use the VDIRECTORY command to see the
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Monitor call:

protection of the file. If you cannot access
the file because of the file protection, contact
the owner of the file.

OPENF

?Read access required

Explanation

:

You typed a command, such as TYPE or COPY, that
requires that the EXEC open a file. You do not
have read access to the file, and so the command
failed

.

Action

:

Use the ACCESS command to access the directory
containing the file, or ask the owner of the
file to change the protection code of the file
so that you can read it.

Monitor call: GTJFN

?Read protection violation for: FILESPEC

Explanation

:

You typed a file-manipulation command and file
specifications. The file named in the message
cannot be read because the file protection word
in the FDB does not allow read access. In
consequence, you cannot copy data from that
file

.

Action

:

Use the VDIRECTORY command to see the protection
code of the file named in the message. See the
TOPS-20 User's Guide for a description of file
protection codes.

If you need to be in a group to which you do not
belong in order to read the file, contact your
system manager

.

If the owner of the file is the only user who
can read the file, contact him. He can copy the
file to your directory, or change the protection
of the file so that you can read it.

PRefused, use "MAIL" to send mail to user

Explanation

:

You typed the TALK command and the number of a
terminal. The user of that terminal has refused

107



TOPS-20 EXEC Message Manual

links with the REFUSE LINKS command, or the
terminal line is not active.

Action: Use the SYSTAT command to see what terminal
lines are active. Retype the TALK command with
the number of an active terminal line, or the
name of a user.

If you cannot talk to the user, send mail with
the MAIL program.

PRequest exceeds superior directory subdirectory quota.
Please fix incorrect subcommands.

Explanation: You typed the BUILD command and the name of a
directory. After you entered all the
subcommands you needed, the EXEC tried to create
or modify the subdirectory you named. It
checked the number of subdirectories allowed to
your superior directory, and found that number
equals the number of subdirectories that
superior directory already has.

Action: To create a new directory, you must first change
the number of subdirectories allowed to the
superior directory. If the superior directory
is the top-level directory, ask your system
manager to increase the number of subdirectories
allowed to your top-level directory.

If the superior directory is not a top-level
directory, type a CTRL/C. Then use another
BUILD command to increase the number of
subdirectories allowed to your superior
directory. When you have done that, use another
BUILD command to creat or modify the
subdirectory named in the BUILD command that had
the error.

n Restricted JFN Can't close file - JFN is not assigned

Explanation: You typed the CLOSE command, and the JFN named
above is assigned to a file opened by a superior
process. The file cannot be closed except by
the process that obtained the restricted JFN.

Action

:

No action is needed.

Monitor Call: GTJFN
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?Right half exceeds

Explanation:

Action

:

[Shared]

Explanation

:

Action

:

PSource file is not

Explanation

:

Action

:

%Source file missing

Explanation

:

Action

:

777777

You typed a DEPOSIT or an EXAMINE command and an
address that has a right half larger than
777777. The right half of TOPS-20 addresses is
18 bits long f so no octal address can contain
more than 6 octal digits.

Retype your command with an address that has no
more than 18 bits in its right half.

You used the DEPOSIT command to place a value
into an address in memory. The address into
which you wrote is in a page with COPY-ON-WRITE
access. The EXEC copied that shared page into a
newly-created private page in your memory area.

No action is needed.

closed

You typed a RENAME command and the name of a
file. That file is open, so it cannot be
renamed with the RENAME command.

To rename the file, use the COPY command to
obtain a new copy of the file with a new name,
then delete the original file. Note that the
open copy of the file remains open, and is not
deleted until it is closed. The still-open file
is not listed at your terminal, however, by a
DIRECTORY command

.

: FILESPEC

You typed a COMPILE command and a file
specification. The file named in the message
does not exist on your connected directory. The
compile does not occur.

Use the INFORMATION DISK-USAGE command to see
what your connected directory is. If necessary,
use the CONNECT command to connect to the
correct directory, then retype the COMPILE
command

.
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To copy the source file to your directory, use
the COPY command.

%Source file missing: FILESPEC
PLoading suppressed

Explanation: You typed the EXECUTE or LOAD command with the
name of a file that does not exist.

You can also generate this message by typing the
LOAD or EXECUTE command and the name of a file
that has not been compiled. These commands
cause a compilation to take place. If the EXEC
cannot find the source file, it displays this
message at your terminal.

Action: If you did not explicitly name the file
structure or the directory in the file
specification you used, the system assumes the
file you want is on your connected directory.
Use either the INFORMATION DISK-USAGE or
INFORMATION DIRECTORY command to see what your
connected directory is.

If your connected directory is not where the
file you want resides, either retype the command
with a file specification that includes the
needed information, or use the CONNECT command
to connect to the appropriate directory and then
retype the command.

Furthermore, the LOAD and EXECUTE commands do
not allow the system to use recognition on
partial file specifications. If you typed a

file specification of the form FOO., and FOO.BAR
is the file you want to load, you will get this
message. To load the file, retype the LOAD
command with a complete file specification.

PString space exhausted

Explanation: Any EXEC command can cause this message, which
comes from a routine in the EXEC that copies a
text string into a buffer it makes for that
string in a free area of memory. The failure is
that the EXEC cannot obtain enough free space in
memory to create a buffer large enough for the
string. The EXEC cannot execute your command.

Action: Retype your command line. If this message
recurrs, contact your system operator or system
manager

.
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%Structure DEV: already mounted

Explanation

:

You used the MOUNT STRUCTURE DEV: command, but
file structure DEV: is already mounted.

Action

:

If you want file structure DEV: mounted, you
need do nothing more.

?Structure DEV: not mounted

Explanation

:

You typed the BUILD command and a directory
specification. That specification either
included the name of a device, or used a logical
name that included a device name in its
definition. That device is offline, or the
logical name is not defined.

Action

:

If the logical name is undefined, use the DEFINE
command to give the logical name a definition.
Then retype the original command line.

If the logical name is defined, use the MOUNT
STRUCTURE command to mount the needed file
structure

.

PStructure DEV: was not mounted

Explanation

:

You typed the DISMOUNT STRUCTURE command, but
file structure DEV: is not currently mounted by
your job.

Action

:

No action is needed.

[System down]

Explanation

:

Your system has halted due to operator action.
The halt is routine, and the reason for it could
be to load new software, to correct a problem in
the system, or to perform routine maintenance.

Action

:

No action is needed. If you need to know when
the system will be restarted, contact your
system operator.
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[System going down in one minute! I]

Explanation: Your system will be halted in one minute. The
reason for the halt could be to load new
software, to correct a problem in the system, or
to perform routine maintenance.

Action: You should close all your files. If you are
using a text editor, close the file you are
editing. It is a good idea to log out, but if
ybu do not, the system will log your job out
before it halts.

[System is stand-alone]

Explanation: Your system operator or a system programmer has
taken control of the system to test or modify
it. The system will ahlt before timesharing
resumes. You can log in, but the system can be
halted without warning, causing you to lose any
work you do.

Action: Wait for the system to resume timesharing before
you log in.

PSwitch, filespec, "@", or ,l %" required - Filespec was not specified

Explanation: You typed a compile-class command, such as LOAD,
a switch, and perhaps a file specification. The
EXEC does not recognize the switch, and the
command is not executed.

Action: Type a CTRL/H to see the command up to the
illegal switch. Then type a question mark (?)
to see what switches are valid in this context.

PSwitch or input filespec expected

Explanation: You typed an EDIT command and a switch, and
perhaps a file specification. The EXEC did not
recognize the switch you typed as a valid switch
for the editor. The logical name EDITOR: is
defined to be SYS : EDET . EXE

.

Action: Retype the command line with a valid switch an
file specification.
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To see what switches are valid, type the EDIT
command, a slash (/)

,

and a question mark (?)

.

?System special pages table full

Explanation: You typed a GET command. The system special
pages table, a system data base, is full, and
your GET command cannot execute. This often is
a transient condition.

Action: If you can, close as many files as possible, and
kill whatever processes you can by typing the
POP command. Then type a RESET command and
retype the command line.

If you still get this message, contact your
system operator.

?TAKE commands nested too deeply

Explanation: You typed the TAKE command, or executed a TAKE
command within a command file. This caused the
execution of a chain of TAKE cammands so long
that the EXEC was unable to keep track of them
all. This can happen when a file contains the
command TAKE FILE1.CMD; and FILE1.CMD contains
a TAKE FILE1.CMD command.

Your job is left at the EXEC command level after
this message. The number of commands executed
by the nested TAKE commands depends on the
position of each TAKE command in the command
files. Commands in each file execute if the
EXEC reads those commands before attempting to
execute the TAKE command in that file.

Action: Use a text editor to edit the command files in
order to reduce the levels of nesting of the
TAKE commands. Then retype the original TAKE
command

.

?TAPE or STRUCTURE required - Does not match switch or keyword

Explanation: You used the MOUNT DEV: command, and one of two
things caused this error. If you misspelled the
TAPE or STRUCTURE argument, the EXEC fails to
recognize what kind of device you want mounted.
If you failed to include either of these
arguments, the EXEC reads DEV:, the name of the
device you included in the command line, as the
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second argument to the command f and again fails
to recognize it.

Action: Retype the command line, and include the
required argument. See the TQPS-20 Commands
Reference Manual for a description of the syntax
of the MOUNT command.

! Terminal speed indeterminate!

Explanation: You typed the INFORMATION TERMINAL command. The
terminal named in the command (your terminal) is
a pseudo-terminal ( PTY) and the EXEC cannot
determine the speed at which that terminal is
operating

.

Action: No action is needed. The system can communicate
with you terminal.

[Tapeset MTA: , volume MTA mounted]
[MTA defined as MTn : ]

Explanation: The MOUNT TAPE (NAME) MTA command you typed has
succeeded. The messages indicate that tape MTA
has been mounted, and that the system has
mounted that tape on magnetic tape drive MTn:.

Action: Proceed to process the tape.

?That job does not exist

Explanation: You typed a LOGOUT command and a job number in
order to log out a job to which you are not
attached. No job exists with that number.

Action: Use the SYSTAT command to see the jobs running
on the system. If necessary, retype the LOGOUT
command and the number of the job you want to
log out. Note that without operator or wheel
privileges, you can only log out jobs that are
logged in under your user name.

Monitor call: LGOUT
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?Time limit already set

Explanation

:

You used the SET TIME-LIMIT command to set or
change the limit on the amount of CPU time your
current process can use. Some limit, however,
is already in effect due to the use of the SET
TIME-LIMIT command earlier in the current
terminal session.

Action: Use the SET NO TIME-LIMIT command to remove the
limit on the amount of CPU time your job can
use. Then, if necessary, use the SET TIME-LIMIT
command to set the new limit.

Monitor call: TIMER

?Time limit exceeded

Explanation

:

Your job has used its limit of processing (CPU)
time. You set a limit on the amount of CPU time
your job can use with the SET TIME-LIMIT
command. This command is ordinarily used in
batch jobs, and takes as an argument the number
of seconds of CPU time your job can use for a
process

.

Action

:

Use the SET TIME-LIMIT command with an argument
large enough to accommodate the processing you
wish to do? or eliminate any limit on the
amount of CPU time you job can use with the SET
NO TIME-LIMIT command.

Monitor call: TIMER

?TIME out of range

Explanation

:

You typed a SUBMIT or other queue-class command
and the /TIME: switch. The time you typed,
however, is not a legal time.

Action

:

Retype the command line and include a legal
time

.
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?To translate between PPN's and directories, type one of:
TRANSLATE str : <dir ec tory>
TRANSLATE str: [n,m]

Explanation: You typed the TRANSLATE command. The EXEC
failed to understand the directory or PPN
(project-programmer number) . In the message
above, str: is the name of the file structure
of the directory or PPN; <directory> is the
name of the directory; [n,m] is the PPN of the
directory, where n and m are octal numbers.

Action: Retype the command with, a correct directory name
or PPN.

?Too many arguments

Explanation: You typed the SYSTAT command and an asterisk (*)

or many arguments to that command.

Action: Retype the command using one of the legal
subcommands. To see the subcommands, type the
SYSTAT command followed by a space and a
question mark (?)

.

If you do not want to use a subcommand, but want
to see the status of all jobs on the system,
simply type the command SYSTAT followed by a
carriage return.

%Too many generations for internal storage, will not print generations

Explanation: You typed the DELETE command, a file name, and
the KEEP, subcommand. The file has so many
generations, though, that the EXEC has run out
of space in which to store the generation
numbers. In this circumstance, the command
executes without error, but the EXEC does not
display on the terminal the generation numbers
of the oldest files being deleted.

Action: No action is needed.

?Too many entries or switches in MOUNT command

Explanation: You typed a MOUNT command that included too many
switches

.
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Action: Retype the command line with fewer switches.

?Too many file pages being requested at once

Explanation: You typed a PRINT , PLOT , or other queue-class
command, a file specification, and the /COPIES:
switch. The EXEC checks to see how many pages
your file contains, then multiplies that number
by the number of copies you want. If that
number is larger than 2612143 (decimal) (or
2**22-l, the largest number that will fit in a
22-bit field), you receive this message.

Action: Retype the command, using a smaller number of
copies. If necessary, use two commands to
obtain enough copies.

?Too many filespecs or switches, break into several commands

Explanation: You typed a queue-class command (like PRINT or
SUBMIT) and a number of file specifications.
The EXEC ran out of room for the file
specifications or switches you typed. This is a
stack overflow problem. The EXEC does not
execute your command.

Action

:

Retype the command as two or more commands.

2TOPS-20 command processor not properly initialized.

Explanation: While processing an error, the EXEC discovered
that it is not initialized, or that it is only
partially initialized. Your current copy of the
EXEC has halted.

Action: Contact your system operator. This error can
mean that some corruption of the monitor's data
base has taken place. It can also indicate that
you typed several CTRL/C ' s as the EXEC was being
initialized. If you did not type a CTRL/C, use
the RESET command to clear memory, then reytpe
your original command line.

If this does not correct the error, contact your
system operator.
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?DEV : Unavailable, under control of allocator

Explanation: You typed an ASSIGN command and the name of a

device. Allocation of the device you named,
however, is under the control of the system.
You cannot assign such a device to your job.

Action: Use the MOUNT command to use the device you
need

.

PUnrecognized command - Ambiguous

Explanation

:

You typed an abbreviation for a command, but did
not type enough letters to distinguish between
two or more commands. An example is typing CO
as an abbreviation for the CONTINUE command.
The CONNECT command also starts with the letters
CO, so CO is not a unique abbreviation.

Action: Retype the command, using a unique abbreviation.
To see what commands start with the abbreviation
you typed, type a question mark (?) .

In our example, typing CONT solves the problem.

Monitor Call: COMND

%Unknown default tape density, value = n

Explanation: You typed an INFORMATION VOLUMES command and the
name of a tape volume. The EXEC found that the
density at which the tape was written is not a
valid TOPS-20 density. TOPS-20 tape density
defaults are 200, 556, 800, 1600, and 6250 bits
per inch.

Action: Retype the command with a valid TOPS-20 tape
density.

PUnrecognized command - File not found

Explanation: You typed a file specification and a carriage
return. The EXEC could not find the file you
named and so could not start the program
contained in that file.
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Action

:

PUnrecognized command

Explanation

:

Action

:

PUnrecognized command

Explanation

:

Action

:

Monitor Call:

PUnrecognized command

Explanation

:

Check the spelling of the file. If you spelled
it wrong, retype it correctly.

If you spelled the file name correctly, use the
DIRECTORY command to find the name of the
directory on which the file resides, then retype
the file specification, including the directory
name

.

If you still get this error, use the INFORMATION
LOGICAL-NAMES ALL to see how your job-wide
logical names and the system-wide logical names
are defined. Use the DEFINE command, if needed,
to redefine a logical name.

- invalid wildcard designator

You typed the name of a program you want to
execute, but the program name contained a

wildcard (the percent (%) or asterisk (*)

characters) . The EXEC does not allow
wildcarding in this context.

Retype the name of the program you want to
execute, but use no wildcard characters. If you
are not sure of the name of the program, use the
DIRECTORY command to determine the exact
spelling of the program.

- monitor call message

You typed a command that was not recognized by
the EXEC. The monitor call message gives the
reason for the failure.

See the TOPS-20 Us er 1 s Guide or the TOPS-20
Commands Reference Manual for information on the
command you want to use, then retype the
command

.

COMND

- Does not match switch or keyword

The EXEC does not recognize the command, switch,
or subcommand you typed.
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Action: Type CTRL/H to see how much of the command the
EXEC parsed successfully. Then use the question
mark (?) to see what command, switch, or
subcommand you can use in the field where the
error occurred.

?Unusual fork termination status xxxxxx , ,yyyyyy

Explanation: You typed a START or REENTER command, and the
program executing in memory caused itself to
stop executing. The program halted for reasons
other than the following: a voluntary HALTF
execution; a software interrupt; an illegal
memory read, write, or execute; a disk quota
error. The 36-bit value, xxxxxx , ,yyyyyy , is the
content of the program counter (PC) when the
error occurred.

Action: Correcting this error is difficult. This
message often indicates that the program
contains a logic error, but could indicate that
the system has a software error.

Use the RESET command and the RUN command to
reload and restart the program.

If you still get this error, check your program
for logic errors.

If this is not your program, contact your system
operator or system manager, or the owner of the
program.

Monitor call: RFSTS

%Use DISMOUNT to relinquish tape obtained with MOUNT

Explanation: You typed an UNLOAD command. The tape drive you
named in the command line, however, was mounted
with a MOUNT TAPE command. You must use the
DISMOUNT command to unload your tape from this
drive

.

Action: Type the DISMOUNT command and the name of the
tape drive.
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?Use "SET NO TIME-LIMIT" command

Explanation: You used the command SET TIME-LIMIT 0. Zero is
not a legal argument for this command. Valid
arguments for this command are larger than zero,
and less than or equal to 34,359,738,367 (

=

777777, ,777777 = 2**35-l, the largest number
that can be stored in a 36-bit word on TOPS-20)

.

Action: Use the SET TIME-LIMIT command with a small,
nonzero argument to make the amount of CPU time
your job can use small, or use the SET NO
TIME-LIMIT command to remove limits from the
amount of CPU time your job can use.

?User has detached jobs only
Use "MAIL" to send mail to user

Explanation: You typed the TALK command and the name of a

user who has only detached jobs. You cannot use
TALK to talk to a detached job.

Action: Send system mail to the user.

?User is not logged in
Use "MAIL" to send mail to user

Explanation: You typed the TALK command and the name of a

user who is not logged in. You can only use
TALK to communicate with logged-in users.

Action: Send system mail to the user.

?User name or terminal number required - monitor call message

Explanation: You typed the TALK command but did not type the
name of a user or the number of a terminal. To
communicate with another job with the TALK
command, you must supply the user's name or the
number of the terminal that controls that job.
The monitor call message states the reason that
the command failed.

Action: Retype the command and the name of a user or the
number of a terminal.
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To see what interactive jobs exist on your
system, use the SYSTAT command.

Monitor call: TLINK

?User name or terminal number required - First nonspace character is
not a digit

Explanation: You used the ADVISE or TALK command, but did not
specify the job with which you wanted to
communicate. These commands require an
argument. That argument can be the decimal
number of the job you want to communicate with,
or the name of the user with whom you want to
communicate

.

Action: Use the SYSTAT command to determine the number
of the job or the name of the user you want to
advise or talk to, then retype the command with
the correct argument.

?You are already logged in

Explanation: You typed the LOGIN command, but your terminal
is already attached to a logged-in job.

Action: No action is needed.

You have a message

Explanation: Another user has sent you mail by using the
system MAIL program. The message was sent since
the last time you logged in, and this message is
printed at your terminal when you next log in.

Action: Use the RDMAIL program to read your message.
See the TOPS-20 User Utilities Guide for
information on running the RDMAIL program.

?Valid output filespec expected

Explanation: You typed the EDIT command, an input file
specification, and an output file specification.
The output file specification, however, was
invalid. A field longer than 39 characters in
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the output file specification can cause this
error, for example.

Action

:

Retype the command using a shorter file
specification for the output file.

If you used a logical name in the output file
specification, use the INFORMATION LOGICAL-NAMES
ALL command to see how the logical name is
defined. If it is not defined as a valid file
specification, use the DEFINE command to
redefine it, then retype the original command
line

.

Monitor call:: GTJFN

%Warning — EXPUNGE failed, continuing...

Explanation

:

You typed the LOGOUT command. When the EXEC
executes this command, it expunges your
connected directory and your logged-in
directory. For some reason, the expunge failed.

Action: No action is needed; but, when you log in next
time, you might want to use the EXPUNGE command
to free the disk space used by the files you
have deleted.

?<DIR>FILENAME.TYP.GEN Wasn't deleted

Explanation

:

You used the UNDELETE command to a file, but the
file you named in the command line was not
deleted

.

Action: The file exists and is not deleted, so no action
is needed.

Monitor Call: GTFDB

?WHEEL or OPERATOR capabilities required

Explanation

:

You typed a command or a subcommand that
requires WHEEL or OPERATOR privileges. Either
you have no such privileges, or you do not have
them enabled.
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Action: See the TOPS-2Q Commands Reference Manual for a
description 37 the command or subcommand you
used. It will tell you what privileges are
needed to use the command or subcommand.

If you need to execute a privileged command and
have no privileges, contact your system manager.

?Write protection violation for: FILESPEC

Explanation: You typed a file-manipulation command and a file
specification. The protection of the file named
in the message does not permit you to write data
in the file. The EXEC does not execute your
command

.

The protection violation occurs because you are
not in the user group that has access to the
file, or because no one but the owner of the
file can write to it.

Action: Use the VDIRECTORY command to see what the
protection of the file is. If you need to be in
a user group to which you do not belong, ask
your system manager to add you to that group.
When you are added to the user group, retype the
command line.

If the file protection prevents anyone except
the owner of the file to access that file, you
must contact the owner of the file. When the
owner changes the file protection, retype the
command line.

Monitor Call: OPENF

?YES or NO required - Does not match switch or keyword

Explanation: You typed a queue-class command, like PRINT or
SUBMIT, and a /NOTIFY: switch without a YES or
NO argument. The /NOTIFY: switch requires such
an argument.

Action: Retype the command line with the /NOTIFY:
switch and a YES or NO.
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READER’S COMMENTS

NOTE: This form is for document comments only. DIGITAL will use comments sub-

mitted on this form at the company’s discretion. If you require a written reply

and are eligible to receive one under Software Performance Report (SPR) ser-

vice, submit your comments on an SPR form.

Did you find this manual understandable, usable, and well-organized? Please make
suggestions for improvement.

Did you find errors in this manual? If so, specify the error and the page number.

Please indicate the type of reader that you most nearly represent.

Assembly language programmer
Higher-level language programmer

Occasional programmer (experienced)

User with little programming experience

Student programmer
Other (please specify)
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